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TO THE 

MOST NOBLE 

The Marchionefs of Buckingham. 

Madam, 

THE following Sermons on 
the Relative Duties^ are particularly 
required in the prefent Age of Luxury 
and DifGpation, when thefe Duties are 
little known and lefs pradifed — Precept 
is ftrongly enforced in them 5 but Ex- 
ample, more perfuafive, being to be 
found in YOU, they are with unquefti- 
onable Propriety laid at your Feet, as the 
Pattern of thofe Virtues which the ele- 
gant Author recommends — By, Madam, 

Your Ladyfhip's moft devoted, 

and obedient humble Servant, 
JAMES MOORE. 

COLLEGE-GREEN, 
fft February, i788« 
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4 Introdu6lory Sermon. 

vifionary refinements to delight the other, 
then imaginary wants grow up into 
real misfortunes, and the lofs of ideal 
happinefs creates fcnfible and lafting 
mifery. 

Better^ fays Solomon, is a dinner 
of herbs ixbere loye is^ than a fialled ox 
and haired therewith:, that is, it is 
better to be happy than to appear fo. 
The maxim inculcated in my text 
is the obfervation of the wifeft of the 
fons of men, not the declamatory fatire 
of^ difcontented, indigent philofopher, 
who (as philofophers indeed ufed) railed 
at thofe riches which he could not ac- 
quire, but the fober, difpaflionate reflec- 
tion of a potent monarch, of one who 
had opportunity to favour, power to 
affift, and, above all, wifdom to direft 
him in fearch after happinefs : he was 
well acquainted with the temptations of 
ambition, and no ftranger to thofe cares 
and difappointments, which fo conftantty 

attend 
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attend its votaries : he knew too well of 
what forry fluff the idol was made, ever 
to -fall down and worfhip it ; he had 
tafled that poifon of hatred which em^ 
bitters the feafl of life 5 he had been blcfl 
in that love which fweetens and endears 
it; Solomon, we fee, in the midfl of 
affluence and grandeur, even in the bo- 
fom of plenty and proipcrity, prefers the 
calm, undiflurbed enjoyment of domeflic 
blifs, with peace and harmony, to the 
pomp.of majefty, and all the pleafures 
of a crown, without them ; and the 
greatefl epicure muft own, when he made 
choice of love, lie invited a nobler guefl 
to grace his table, than even that queen, 
who came fo far to vifit him : he chofc 
a guefl, who, though he tarry but a 
day, can give more real entertainment, 
and more folid fatisfadion, than all the 
prowd of idle vifitants, who loiter round 
the great, and fwell the bubble of a 
court. 

B 3 Better 
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Better is a dinner of herhs where bve 
isy than a fialUd ox and hatred therewith ; 
or, in other words, it is better to have 
a moderate competency with the plea- 
fnrcs of mutual love, and an agreeable 
in^tercourfe with thofe whom we value 
andefieem, than vail accumulated wealth 
joined to profufion and extravagance^ 
together with that hatred, flrife and 
envy, which fo frequently accompany 
them. There is not perhaps a fet of 
beings more truly unhappy than thofe . 
we falfely term the great; whofe pomp 
we fee, but do not know their forrows; 
fo true is it, that a man's riches do not 
conjijh in the abundance^ not in the quan- 
tity, but in the quality of what he pof-- 
feffeth. Senlible was the reply of the 
philofopher to the reproach caft on his 
fiKrall cottage: Small as it is, faid he, 
would to heaven I could fill it with 
real friends ! The higheft fcnfual gra- 
tifications (and fo the voluptuous man 

himfelf 
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hiittfelf will own) quickly J)all the ap- 
petite, tinlefs herghtcncd and improved 
by fecial pleafures; by that dcmble eft>- 
joyment which we reap from another's 
participation of it ; and hence it arifeth, 
that all the reftleft fons of avarice add 
drtlbition^ all the moft unwearied ptrr- 
fnefs after power and fame, find in their 
(hort mottients of reflleQion a cruel void 
aching in their hearts : even thofe who 
pretend to hate mankind, and thofe who 
fhijn \t, wotild ftill be glid to fix fomi 
friendfhips, to form fome connedion^ 
to have a haven of reft to retire to, a 
hom6 to (belter fhemfelves in^ and a feaft 
of love to partake of. 

It is a certaiin fign of a vitiated flo- 
mach, when nothing but a variety of 
eoftly viands, with high and luxurious 
provocatives, can raife the fickly appe- 
tite ; when we fee men therefore run 
abrofad^fter every gaudy fcene, and em- 
brace 6very foolifh public entertainment, . 

it 



8 IntroduBory Serpwm 

it is a flirewd fign they are not very fond 
of home 5 if their freajure was there, 
tber^ would their hearts be alfo. 

When the body languifhes under any 
fecret lurking diftemper, it is always 
refllefs and uneafy, perpetually fhifting 
its pofition, though every altered mo- 
tion gives freih pain and difquietude : 
^nd thus it is, I fear, with the mind 
alfo J which, once deprived of that eafc 
and quiet on which its health and hap- 
pinefs depend, is ever feeking after new 
pbjcdls to divert its anguifh, and deceive 
\X into a momentary and falfe tran-? 
quillity. 

Sinc^, then, neither that virtue which 
beflows peace, nor that innocence which 
alone ban prefer ve it, are in the gift of 
fortune, fame, or, power j fince they 
^re not to be fought for in the noife and 
buflle of a venal world, but in our own 
breafls j fince it is not ihcjialledox^ the 

pride 
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pride and luffare of life^ which conditute 
true felicity, but the dinner of herbs 
where love is ; fince it is this which fbedg 
comfort on the lowcfl ftation, and with- 
out which the highefl mufl be miferable^ 
how careful ought we to be in preferving,^ 
iirengthening, and improving that lote 
and union, that peace and quietnefs, on 
which our happinefs does fo immediately 
depend! 

That God has implanted in every 
breaft a principle of love and benevo- 
lence, is an iiidifputable truth, which 
calls for the higheft fenfe of gratitude 
to our Creator i and left that principle 
fhould, like a drop of rain falling into 
the ocean, lofe itfelf in a multipli- 
city of objeds, God hath thought fit 
to dired it, as it were, into proper 
channels 5 to confine it by infeparablc 
conne€Uons, by the ties of kindred, 
and the bonds of natural affedion^ 
from this fountain flow all thofe 

domeftic 
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domcftic fwcets, which alleviate the 
cares and enhance the bleffings of life ; 
Ihofc fecial duties, thofe tender rela- 
tions, which a£t a double part, and 
whilft they make us happy here in the 
difcharge of them, recommend us at 
the fame time to the Almighty, and 
fccure our future and everlafting hap- 
plhefs. 

# 
When it depends entirely on our- 
selves with whom we will fpend our 
d^ys (a happinofs which but very few 
can boait), we naturally attach our- 
felves to thofe, from whofe imagined 
Worth we have reafon to exped the 
iHrarmeft returns 5 but experience con- 
vinces us how frequent and how fatal 
a*te the errors of our choice: we fee 
throtigh a glafs, . which prefents objeds 
to us not only darkly but falfely. Some 
qualities da2:zle by a fpecious luftre, 
others allure by a feeming folidity; 
gravity paffes on us for wifdom, and 

vivacity 
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vifacity for wit y and we too often find, 
that, inflead of an amiable companion^ 
and a prudent counfellor^ we have 
linked ourfelvcs to an idle jefier, m a 
concealed villain : here, indeed, felf* 
love commands and religion warrants a 
retreat. If the friend, on whom wc re- 
liedy iiart afide, like a hroken hcwy we 
are at liberty to leave him^ and feeka 
furcr defence ; but the cafe is far other- 
wife, when we are tied down by con- 
nections, bound by folemn obligations^ 
by nature and by religion, to duties we 
cannot fhakc off, or fet light by* 

, The fretfulnefs and feverity of old 
age would be a poor pica for the 
omiffion of filial duty 5 nor can the 
petulant frowardnefs or wanton folly 
of children by any means excufb a 
paront's negligence or contempt of 
tbern: a fifter's ignorance, her weak- 
nefs, even her crime muft not utterly 
Wot out a brother's teildemeis; nor a 

brother's 
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brother's cruelty deftroy a lifter's affec- 
tion: where ties are clofe and interefls 
united^ we muft not fufFer every trifle to 
unloofe them ; where there is, or where 
there ought to be, much love, there 
muft be much forgivenefs alfo. A man's 
worji foesy where they are foes, are 
thofe of hh own houfehold-y when that 
home, which (hould be ourihelter from 
the injuries of a malicious world, and 
all thofe cruel flights we receive abroad, 
becomes itfelf loathfome and deteftable ; 
when the reed we had fo long leant on^ 
breaks and pierces our fides, the pain 
muft needs be exquifite. In fuch cir- 
cumftances, it is not the Stoicjs apathy, 
nor all the heathen's boafted fuperiority 
over pain and difquietude, which can 
fupport US; as men we muft feel 
them, but as Chriftiaijis we muft bear 
them with patience and refignation; 
and happy is it for us that chriftianity, 
which teaches us to bear, can teach us 
aMb to prevent thefe evils; it will teach 

us. 
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us, if wc attend to its di6lates, a kind 
and friendly behaviour, which alone can 
keep alive and maintain that mutual tcn- 
tlernefs and affedion, which conftitutc 
cur domeftic felicity. 

To a mind that has the leaft tindurc 
of humanity, the leaft feeling for the 
fufFerings of our fellow creatures, there 
cannot be a fpedtacle more fhocking and 
difagreeable, than to fee thofe, whofe 
blood, fame, fortunes, and interefts are 
united, and whofe good offices (hould 
be mutual, torn to pieces" by jealoufics, 
hatred, and divifionj to fee them haraf- 
fing and oppreffing, who fhould be em- 
ployed in ferving and obliging each 
other; fuch fcenes make us afliamed 
of our nature, and out of love with our 
very being ; they give us the idea of a 
rude and uninformed world, the an- 
cient chaos of matter, where all the ele- 
ments were met together, and nothing 
reigned but difcord, darknefs, and con- 
fufion. On 
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On the other hand, a well-regulated 
and happy family, where order and 
harmony are preferved, where peace, 
tendernefs, love and afFedion reign, un- 
tainted with difcord, unembittered by 
flrifc or animofities, where there is a 
conftant unwearied endeavour to ferve 
and oblige each other ^ fuch a family is 
doubtlefs a fight well pleafing in the 
eyes of that God who formed the 
members of it : it is an emblem (though 
an imperfed one) of the whole frame of 
nature, the glorious fabric of the uni- 
verfe, built by the divine architedJ, whole 
wifdom ordained its fymmetry and pro- 
portionsj where each part is perfed in 
itfelf, and contributes at the fame 
time to the beauty, magnificence> and 
duration of the whole* 

Let us then endeavour to cultivate 
in our minds a fettled good will, an ha- 
bitual benevolence, without which we 

Ihall 
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Ihall always fall fhort of our duty, both 
towards God, and towards our neigh- 
bour. And here let me obferve tQ you, 
that love to man, no more than love to 
God, can ever coniift in the obfervance 
of mere external forms: a compliance 
with pofitive inftitutions, and decent 
ceremonies, Ihew a refped and deference 
highly commendable in the one; the 
pradtice of politencfs and good breeding 
fignify a readinefs to ferve and oblige in 
the other : . but the profeffions of the 
topgue are as a tinkling (ymbal^ unlefs 
they flow from the di<Jiates of aa honeft 
gad ajd upright heart; wo muft exert 
our benevolence, we mufl; manifeft the 
love of our neighbour, by the fame 
mea^s as the fupreme Being makes known 
his love to us, by continual ads o£ kind* 
nefs and beneficence. 

We muft learn therefore (if we ex-r 
pe^ tQ live peaceably) to bear with the 
infirmities, to pardon the errors, to give 

way 
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way to the difpofitions of thofe whh 
whom it is our lot to be any ways con- 
iiedled. As depraved as human nature 
is, there are few tempers fo hard, but 
a perpetual endeavour to pleafe, will 
foften into love and gratitude : we muft 
not always expedl to meet with all we 
could wi(h for in our companions, be- 
caufe the fweeteft minds may be foured 
by accident or misfortune, the cheer- 
fulleft face faddened by pain or ficknefs ; 
and if w6 refolve to be in good humour 
ourfelves, no longer than whilft all round 
aboojt us continue fo, our (qcial happi- 
nefs will very feldom, I fear, be of any 
long duration. 

Let us remember then, that as afflic- 
tions do not, fo neither do pleafures, 
fpring out of the duft : every relative 
and focial duty is founded on mutual 
obligations ; where the feeds of love and 
friendfhip are not fown, or where what 
fprings up from them is not cultivated 

and 
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and improved^ it will be but as the grafs 
growing on the houfe-topy wherewfthy as 
the glorious language of the p(almift 
expreffeth it, the mower JiUeth not his 
handy neither he that hindeth the Jh^ves 
his hofom. 

A kind and tender behaviour, there- 
fore, to thofe ;with whom we live, in 
whatever fituation of life we are, i< 
what I would recommend and enforce 
as a branch, and no inconfiderable pnc, 
of Chriftiap duty s a d».t^ ii>.dped, vviich 
(like the. rpft. of thofe enjoined us in the 

\9\^ ^ ^o^PfO ^^^ °^P^ amply rewar^ 
itfelf. Qur Saviour came down from 
heaven, to hring peace upon earth and 
goqd-'Will towards men^ that peace and 
good- will which makes ,the happinef? 
pf the whple and of every individual 
Thp refult of all then that hath been 
Jierp advanced is this, that if we bopp 
to be happy, in our feveral ftations and 

profeffipAs, in all the various circuin- 
C ilances 
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fiances of this life, we muft be humane, 
charitable, and benevoleqt : whatever 
makes us lovely will make us beloved, 
and whatever tends to the peace and 
felicity of our fellow-creatures muft 
render us amiable in the fight of our 
Creator : it is this alone which can 
make the humbleft lot an object of envy 
and admiration, the dinner of herbs 2l 
feaft for an epicure. 

/To conclude : 

The vifibje connexion between our 
duty and our happinefs is too apparent 
to be further ihfifted on 5 in all our 
private concerns, all thofe relations and 
connedions which we bear to one ano- 
ther, that love and afFedion, which I 
Jiave now endeavoured to recommend, 
is t,he fountain and foundation of all 

our focial pleafures : and as our domeftic 

i- . ••- ■» f : ■ t. • ;.•,'••••' 

blifs is .a jpo^nt m wiiich we are every 

one of us deeply and intimately con- 

ccrned, our time, I think, cannot be 

better 
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better employed than in the due re- 
fledion on thole means, which may 
moft efFedually promote it : I muft beg 
you therefore to confider what hath now 
been offered as preparatory to fome feled 
difcourfes, wherein I propofe to erplain 
and . illuflrate the relative duties ^ that is 
to fay, the duties of child and parent^ 
fcrvant and mailer, wife and hufband \ 
on the due performance of thefe mutual 
and indifpenfable obligations the happi- 
nefs of man doth, I apprehend, in a 
great meafure depend ; and according to 
the manner in which we difcharge thefe 
important offices, we fhall be rewarded 
or punifhed both here and hereafter. 
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PARENTS. 



SERMON 11. 



DUTY TO PARENTS. 
Ephes. VL ft, 3. 

Honour thy father and thy mother ^ that 
it may he well with thee, and thou 
mayejl live k& 9n the eatth. 

JriAVING cacjcavourcd, in a pre- 
vious difcourfe, to recommend to you 
the neceflity and advantages of mutual 
loye and harmony, as the only means 
of infuring domeftic peace and happi- 
nefs, I (hall proceed, in purfuance of 
what I there propofed, briefly to ex- 
plain the nature of thofe ftrong ties 
and connexions by which men in this 

life 
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life arc bound to each other ; and to 
illuflrate the fcveral important duties 
arifing from them ; in the due difchargc 
of which, both our temporal and eternal 
1;vtelfare are fo nearly and intimately con- 
cerned. I mall "therefore beg your feri- 
ous attention to fome refledions on what 
^e ufaaUy term the Relative Duties^ 
which are for the moft part ranked under 
the fix following heads, namely. 

The Duty of Children to Paints :- 

And of 

t^arents to Chiidrccu 

The Duty of Servants to Millers : 
And of 

• Mafters to iServahts. ; 

• . ' .. '* 

The Duty of Wives to Hiifbafidg i 

And of 

Hufbands to Wi*«8. 

. On eaeh of which I ihall givp you a 
fcparate difeourfe. 

lihall 
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I fhkll begiti therefore with the duty 
^Xprfefleijti the Woftis of toy text. 

Of dinLDREN to PARENTS. 

HdndUr tfff father and thy mother^ that 
it may he isxtl tvrfh thee; and thoa nmyeft 
live long x>nthe earth. 

As this duty is the firft we are 
<?ipable <Kf pradUing, aod which as fbon 
as We have the leaft dawn of reafon we 
are dalied Bpod to perform, it is very 
fitly placed at the head of the fecond 
table in the decalo^e, and defenres of 
all fecial duties firfl and principally to be 
confidered ^ becaufe on this, as I fhall in 
the fubfeqticnt difcourfe endeavour fully 
to prove, the others do immediately and 
necefl^ily depend. 

All thofe philofophers who have 

moft curioufly explored the goodneis of 

the Almighty in the animal creation, 

have concurred in obferving that the 

i inflindivc 
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inftindive t^nderncfs of creatures towards 
their young, is a worthy example for the 
beft of parents, and a fevere, though 
(ilent, reproach of the bad amongft us j 
but flrong as this natural oSkQioti is in 
every clafs of irrational beings, it re- 
mains no longer than whilfl it is abfo- 
lutely neceffary to the propagation and 
fupport of the fpecies : the connection 
on each fide is foon loft» another lov^e 
fucceeds, another race rifes up to enjoy 
it ^ but: man is gracioufly diftinguifhed 
by his Maker, in this, as in every other 
particular, and maintains his fovereignty 
over the creation : he is endued with 
faculties to be fenfible of, and with 
power to repay the benefit ; the care 
and tendernefs of the parent, the love 
and gratitude of the child, are conftant 
and permanent, and the mutual exchange 
of afKdtion carried on from the earlieft 
dawn of life even to the lateft period 
of it. 



In 
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In man indeed, as in every other 
creature, the love implanted in the breaft 
6f the parent towards the offspring is 
much more intenfc than that implanted 
in the child towards its parent. And 
herein the providence of God is imme- 
diately vifible, and thd reafon fufficiently 
obvious; the child, we know, is help- 
lefs and deftitute, and without that care 
arxd tendernefs muft inevitably pdrifh^ 
whereas the parent may fubfift (though 
not with an equal fhare of comfort and 
fatisfaftion) without the return of filial 
duty. •■ 

But this, as well as every other, rea- 
fon would be a poor plea for the omif^ 
fion, or rather perhaps to every grateful 
and ingenuous mind, would be a ftrbnger 
inducement to the performance of it. 

But that no plea or excufc whatever 
can indeed be admitted, will be fuffi- 
ciently evident, when we come to con- 

fider, 
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fider, in the ftibfcquqnt difcourfe,thc va- 
tvm parto of this duty, together with our 
neccflary and indifpenfabk obligations 
to thb pm^CQ c^ it. 

Honour tf&Jath^r and mother ^ fays the 
.apoftloj that it may be ivell with thee, and 
thou ttuffejl live long on the earth. 

6y honour^ in the more (Iri'ft and 
connned fcnfe of the word, is under- 
llood ho more tlian that deference and 
refpe(3: wTiich is due from inferior to 
fiiperior, varying according to the various 
ties and relations, the feveral cifcum- 
flances and conditions of. hum^n Ufe ; 
exclufive of parental authority^ Jt is the 
accuftomed tribute of youtli to age and 
experience, in grateful return for the 
benefits of its advice, and the influesice 
of its example j and this doubtlefs is a 
part, and no inconfiderablc one^ of the 
diitj^ hete enjoined. 

The 
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The higheft deference, rfefpcd, and 
fubmiffion, fhould be fhewn to" parents^ 
becaufe they are, next to God, the moft 
proper objeds of them. 'Ciirjed be he^, 
fays the law of Mofes, that Jitteth light 
^ his father or mother : where no refpc^ 
is paid to the perfon, we can hardly ex- 
pert obedience to his commands, and wc 
have feldom any great Ipve or efteem 
for thofe whom we treat with levity and 
contempt 

When we confider that the pains and 
afflidions wliich attend the latter part 
pf our lives are fo many and fo great, 
the advantages and privileges of age fo 
few and inconfiderable, we cannot with- 
out the utmoft inhumanity abridge \t of 
the leaft of them : And yet this branch 
of filial duty is Very often fhakeft off* 
and very frequently negleded, and par- 
ticularly by thofe wiio are ^ little* ad- 
vanced in life, who^ as foon as they be- 
gin to receive refpedl and deference them- 

felvcs. 
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ielves, fbrgQt to pay it where it is due, 
iind even vwhilft they enjoy the good ef- 
feds of parcntaLinftru(3ion, are regardless 
of thofc to whopi they are originally in- 
debted for it. 

The greater the obligations are which 
we have at any tinie. laid on others, the 
better treatment do we of courft expe6l 
in return, and with the greater degree 
of warmth do we refent any injury of 
contempt from them ; the flighteft wound 
gives the moft exquifite pain, v^hen in- 
Aided by the hand we love. What 
then muft the parent feel, who, inftead 
of reciprocal tendernefs and affedion, 
inftead of that fubmiffive deference, 
which he has a right to exped, meets 
with furlinefs and pride, with a con- 
temptuous (iifregard ,of him, from a 
thanklefs child ? Even expreffions of 
cjyilityi even that complaifance and 
gc^odTbreediqg, which to, others may 
ap,pear. amiabl?, . in his eyes vvill feem 

cold 
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cold and difrcfpedful, How" can we 
perfuade ourfelves to fill that heart with 
aqguifh and difquietude, which is fo 
foHcitons for our welfare ; or give a 
liionient's uneafinefs to thofe whb ipend 
their lives in providing for our wants, 
defending us from danger, and promot- 
ing our joy and happinefs ! 

But befides this deference and refpedJ, 
thefe outward marks of efteem, there 
is fomething more required ; the (incerefl 
teftimony of filial affe^fJion (and which 
raufl doubtlefs be included in the pre- 
cept of my text) is obedience. To 
honour our farentSy is to obey them, to 
ftibmit implicitly to their orders, and 
dutifully to perform whatever is enjoined 
by them. 

And here (as in almoft every duty) 
our Saviour himfelf hath condefcended - 
to be a guide and example to us. The 
fons of mtxi need not err, for the Son 

of. 
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of Gpd hath pointed Qvj;;^ tbetn the 
meafure of their pbcdiepqe: Hi? fubmitted 
to the cpmmaiMis of his Aliijighty:. Fa- 
ther, and obeyed tbptx) cJicerfiiUj, witji*: 
out reproacl?, murmur^ <>x ^ri^luflance j^ 

hfi incurred the pioft: paipfjjl iufff rings^^ 

■ • • • . * 

with p^tiwicc and . coiUent ; qyen in the 
hour of death, 'he petitions with humi- 
lity, but fubmits with refignationj Father ^ 
(f itpleafe thce^ rmum tk'f /?¥p.from t^e ^ 
nevnthekfsf notmymU^ b^i thk^. h dpn^^, 

Wher^ theru is, :abfqhit^, ajcid toUl 
4jef)€ndenoe pju-o^ fi4ie, tbi^fp /b^uld be 
total and ahiblute flib^iiil^ftQ qn , tbf 
other ; herf theii a , ititljei to-, ohf^4ience is 
al»ady eftabUlhed, ^nd it is as vain a^ ijt 
is uhgratefuji to difp^te it : j:^iiftai^<;e caji 
be of no efFed, there is therefore^ in thp 
rebellion of children, as much folly as 
W4eke(hief$i » .; . 

, Put flijof^over^ tli>at whiahJs Ihejipr 
i^ipenfrble: duty pf chJjdF^^ ^ tj)^ 

real 
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real and trueft interefi alfoj it is the 
peculiar and diftinguifhing advantage of 
parental power, that the intereft of him 
who lays^ the wmmand, and of him who 
performs it, is for the mod part plainly^ 
and indifputably, the f^me. The ma- 
gidrate may, and perhaps frequently 
doth, compel his inferior to adipns 
highly diigullful, and fbmetimes ex«> 
treixiely pernicious to him, because he 
has a fecret view to his own advance* 
mcnt ; th^ general may force his foldiers 
to rufh on danger and death to promote 
his glory ; and the defpotic tyrant may 
facrifice millions of his fubjeds to his 
own pride and ambition : But the father 
has no private intereft to promote in op-^ 
p(^tion to his children, no ambition but 
to make them amiable, no views but to 
make them happy ; here then there can 
be no doubt or jealoufy ^ the relation they 
fiand in, exempts them from the leaR 
fufpicion of fraud or treachery $ and, 
in a nvorld where there is fcarce any 
D thing 
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thing elfe, how incftimabic is fuch fin- 
cerity ! 

So agreeable to the law of nature 
and reafon is this important duty, as to 
be held even by the unenlightened 
heathens in the highcft eftccm and ve- 
neration. *• He that is undutiful to his 
•^ parents (fays the Athenian law), fhall 
" be incapable of holding any office/* 
Amongft the Romans alfo, if a father 
came to want, and the fon, if able, did 
not relieve him, he was fentenced by the 
laws againft ingratitude, to be the father's 
flave for life. The wife and pious rulers 
in thofe times were doubtlef& of opinion, 
that no obligations could influence, no 
ties could bind the man who had broken 
through the bonds of nature \ that the 
love of his country could, never refide in 
that breaft which was void of filial afiec- 
tionj that where the father's authority 
was flighted, the magiftrates would be 
but ill fubmitted to ^ and that he^ in ffaort, 
^ . muft 
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faiuft be very unfit to rule^ 'who had 
never learned to ^ey. 

But further : 

Sy honouring our parents, is undoubt- 
edly meant the giving theiii all the aflift- 
ance, fbpport, and dfefence, .whifch they 
may at any time ftand^ in need of; 

Such are the viciffltiides of human life^ 
that it is no ftrange or uncommon cir- 
43umflahce^ to fee penury or diflreft ufurp 
the feats of joy and plenty j to fee thofc 
who had flourifhcd in the earlier part of 
life iti affluence and profperity, reduced 
at the clofe of it to want and mifcry, 
iibliged to ftruggle with the world at an 
age when they are mbft unfit to encoun- 
ter it, and infiead of fefting in peace 
after a troublefdme journey, cdmpelled 
to bear the heat and burden of the day. 
Here then filial duty hath the nobleft 
opportunity of eSerting its gratitude : 
«I1 that a child can do, is iio more than 
D a wh^tr 
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what he is ftridly bound to do : and no dan- 
ger is fo great, but in fuch a cafe he Ihould 
readily go through it ; no toil fo fevere, 
but he fhould moll willingly bear it. 

A numerous family has often funk 
thofe, who, without it, might have 
lived itt the utmoft fplendor ; to the 
weight of its branches the tree may owe 
its decay.: here the obligation receives 
new force ; to relieve the wants we our- 
felves have caufed, is but common juftice ^ 
to heal the wounds which our own hands 
have made, is but common humanity. 

Age, we know, has always a melan- 
choly attendance. Infirmities ^ex, dif- 
eafes torment, and death affrights it ; 
health fcarce eflliveris, ficknefs totally 
deprefles. itj it calls for the compaffion 
therefore and affiftance of all; from man 
to man, it hnpiores them as favours- from 
the parent' to his children it demands them 
as a .debt j the greatcft indeed which 

we 
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we can pontrad, ^nd the fix^ which wv 
^e bouiKl to difcharge f Mffi^y ^^X^ ^^ 
wife niapi heip thy father in his ^$ ^nd 
grieve him not as long as be Kveth^ and if 
his underjtanding fail^ hatoe patience vrith 
him^ and dejpije him not vohm thou art 
in tkjffulljirength \ for the relieving of thy 
father Jholl not he forgotten^ it fiall he 
added to iuild thee upy in the day of af 
fiffim itjkall be rememhred. But~^ 

Another method of honouring our 
parents is, to have fuch a regard to our 
own character and reputation in the 
world, as never, ifpoffible, to be guihy 
of any adion which may rcfled (hamc 
or difgrace upon them. . 

The confequences of vice are feldom 
indeed confined to the perfon of the 
offender ^ they reach much further, and 
afie<a others as well as ourfelves. The 
malice and ill-nature of mankind \s 
always ready enough to attribute the 

follies 
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fcA\ie$ of children to the negligence, oi 
example of their parents. What (hall we 
fay then to thofe, who infiead of impart- 
ing joy and fatisfadlion to the virtuous 
parent, repay their cares and tendernefs 
with ignominy and difgrace ; who, in- 
fiead of adding dignity to their age, and 
weight to their authority, by a licentious 
and abandoned life load their hearts with 
forrow, increafe the burthen of their 
years, and irmg their grey hairs in for-^ 
raw tq the grave? 

To honour oxxt parents then is, Jhjly 
to fliew refpe£l and deference to them in 
all oyr word? and adlions : fecondly^ rea- 
dily and implicitly to hqarken to their 
precepts, and obey their commands : and 
hjily^ to fupport, defend, and relieve 
them : \o fupport thofe who have de- 
fended us, to relieve thofe who have re- 
lieved uis. Honour thy father with thy 
whole hearty fays the fon of Sirach^ and\ 
forget not the Jorrcrws of thy mother. ^ r^- 

m^mhet 
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mender thou waji begot of thenty and ham 
^anftthou rceompenfe them the things which 
they have done for thee ? 

The obligation indeed is not eafiiy 
recompenfed, bccaufc it is not eafiiy 
known ; true generofity always enhances 
the value of the gift by concealment : 
innumerable inflances of paternal tender- 
nefs pafs over, and are forgotten, and 
thoufands are never fecn. 

The father y fays the' wife man, wak'- 
ethfor the daughter when no man knoweth^ 
and the care for her taketh away Jleep : 
to be fupportcd when we are unable to 
fupport ourfelves, to be defended from 
the world at a time when we have not 
power to contend with it, to receive not 
only prefent maintenance, but to have 
our future joy and happinefs provided 
for, are furely benefits which call for the 
higheft arid fincereft acknowledgments : 
but the . true value of this bleflingj^ like 

moft 
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moftodiers, is perhaps fbaroe^ver perceiv-- 
ed till it is loft I whilft we revel at the 
feaft we forget the mailer of k^ and feU 
dom know the true merit of paternal 
affedioQ^ till we feel the want of it« ^ 

Look round upon the ignorant and illi- 
terate> the poor and defiitute, the vicious 
and abandoned part of mankind ^ inquire 
into the caufes of this depravity, the 
fourcc of their indigence, the reafons of 
their ignorance, and you will moft gCr- 
nerally find that thefe unhappy wretches 
are orphans ; fuch as had no parents to 
infirudt or provide for them, a wandering 
fiock who had no guide to dire(9: them, 
nojhefherd to feed them in green paftures^ 
or lead them bejtde the waters of comforts 

Let the reflection on their unhappy 
circumftanpes fink deep into the fouls of 
thofe who have efcaped them 5 let us 
view the ftorm at a diftance, and blefs 
the pilot who fayed us from it j let thofe 

who 



wkohaveei^Q4 iii4io hatie beea blpft 
with the lif<? of their pvreiita^ betrqljr 
tbankfi^ for thebeoefit^ aQ4 by repaying, 
flicw that they deferve it. But there is 
alfo another inducement to the pradice 
of this virtue, which may poffibly have 
ibcne influence upon us, and that is, the 
iiope of ouri^ves repciving the benefit of 
it. We m?ift pay that duty as children, 
which as parents we may hereafter ex- 
ped to b^ paid to us« 

By thepme that a manjinneth^ fays the 
Scripture, hy the fame alfo Jhall he be /to- 
nijhed: the undatiful child will moft 
probably be an unhappy father, the poi- 
ibned cup (hall return to his own lips, 
he fhall meet with that difobedience 
from his children which he had himfelf 
been guilty of, and fhall want that duty 
and refped which he refufed to pay. 

The laft incitement to the pradice of 
this duty which I fhall now mention, 
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]sy that moft perfuaiive one fubjoined in 
the text : Honour thy father and mother^ 
that it may he well with thee, and thou 
mq)fefi live long on the earth. 

It is obfervable, that the command 
to honour our parents is, as St. Paul re- 
marked, the firji commandment with pro^ 
mife: Thus doth religion, which in 
the language of holy writ, is always 
ftyled wifdomj provide for thofe who 
walk in her ways j length of days is in her 
right handf and in her left riches and ho- 
nours. Honour thy father ^ and thy mother y 
that thou mayeji live long on the earth: 
that is, if by an obedient and dutiful 
behaviour to thy parents, thou doft pro- 
long their life, and contribute to their 
health and happinefs, thou (halt thy felf 
be rewarded with the fame bleffings. 
God, we fee, doth fo peculiarly delight 
in the execution of this duty, that he 
hath promifed even to fufpend, for a 
time, the laws of nature in favour of 

thofe 
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thofc who comply with it j as if the 
Divine Being were himfelf unwilling to 
interrupt us in the performance of an 
office fo ^teful to him* 

If, then, we exped to live a long and 
happy life, let us be careful, as many of 
lis are able, to deferve it. Not all, 
indeed, have it in their power. Death 
fbmetimes cancels the debt, before thofe 
who have contraded can pofiibly dis- 
charge it; in. the firft dawn of life, in 
that part of our exigence when we firft 
receive the benefit, we are not fufficicntly 
fenfible of it ; and when we become fo, 
it frequently happens, that it is too late 
to (hew our acknowledgments of it. As 
foon as men, therefore, arrive at an age 
when they can thoroughly feel the good 
efieds of their parents care; and can 
rcfled, as they ought, on all their paft 
ads of goodnefs and tendernefs towards 
them, then, and then alone, they have 
it in their power to make fome return 

for 
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for it. It is their duty, then, to lay 
hold on the ^orious opportunity. Few 
parents live long enough to receive from 
their children that rational and fincere 
obedience which they have merited from 
them. They fow early, »nd reap late ; 
and therefore, doubtlefs, more abiindant 
fhould be the harveft. 

To conclude, therefore, with a fhort 
charadJer of 

A GOOD SON. 

The got>d and dutiful Softy then, is 
one who honoureih his parents, by paying 
them the utmoft deference and refped \ by 
aireverential awe and veneration for them % 
a fih'al affedion for their perfons, and a 
tender regard for their fafety and prefer- 
vation j a conftant and cheerful attend*- 
ance to their advice, and a ready and 
implicit obedience to their commands. 
As he becometh every day more fcnfible 
of his obligations to them, he grows 
every day more willing and more feli- 
citous 
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citous to repay them. He employs his 
youth to fupport their age; his abundance 
to relieve their wants ^ his knowledge 
and ftrength, to fupply their infirmities 
and decay. He is more careful of his 
character and reputation in the world, 
becaufe theirs depends upon it. Ever 
anxious of their welfare, and attentive 
to their happinefs, he endeavours, by 
every method in his power, to prolong 
their days, that his own may be long in 
the land. He refts affured, that God 
will not only blefs obedient children 
here, but will reward them with the 
bleffing of heaven, where it fhall be well 
with him for ever; where we fhall all 
join, fon and father, daughter and mo- 
ther, wife and hufband, lervant and 
mailer 5 all the relations and connedions 
of this life, to honour one great Parent, 
Protedor, Lord, and Matter of us all : 

To whom, &c. 
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SERMON III. 

DUTY TO CHILDREN- 

Ephes. VI. 4. 

Fathers provoke not your children to wrath^ 
but bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. 

As all relations are founded on mu- 
tual and reciprocal dependencies, and we 
can have no right to demand where we 
have never beftowed any thing, it muft 
neceffarily follow, that the love, refped, 
and obedience, which are required of 
children, are founded on thofe benefits 
which they have from time to time 
jeceived at the hands of their parents, 
E who 
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who are thus rewarded for their cafe and 
tendprncfs. As children, therefore, are 
bound to ferve and reverence their pa- 
rents, parents are alfo on their part, 
equally obliged to fupport and provide 
for their children j not to provoke them to 
wrath and difobedience, and then re- 
proach them for it, but the more cfFe<Su- 
ally to fecure to thcmfelves honour and 
refped ; to educate them in fuch a 
manner, as to make them acquainted 
with every part of filial duty ; to brwg 
them up foberly, virtuoufly and reli^ioufly j 
or as the apoftle expreffes it, in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord. 

Though the affedion of the parent 
towards the child is, as I obferved to 
you in my laft difcourfe, much ftronger 
and more intenfe than that df the child 
towards the parent, and confequently 
the breach of duty on one part, by no 
means fo frequent as on the other 5 fuchj^^ 
notwithftanding, is the weaknefs arid 

depravity 
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depravity of human nature, that chil- 
dren may, as ^St. Paul hath remarked, 
hQ provoked y and ]xx^\y provoked to wrathy 
by the faults and follies of their parents, 
as will more evidently appear, when we 
come to confider the many errors, weak- 
neffcs, and imperfedions which we are 
all liable to, and to point out the principal 
fources of mutual contempt, hatred, and 
animofity which make fo many families 
unhappy. 

Children may be provoked to wrath by 
the churlifhnefs and inhumanity of their 
parents ; by their weaknefs and indul- 
gence; by their partiality, their injuf- 
ticc, or their impiety. Permit me to 
make a few (hort refledions on every one 
of them. 

And firft then. Children may be pro^ 
, voked to wrathy by the churlifhnefs and 
inhumanity of their parents. 

, E 2 It 
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It is not in the leafl to be wondered 
at, that men oi morofe and cruel difpo- 
fitions fhould provoke their children to 
wrathy by barfli and feyere treatment of 
them 5 their own home, is perhaps, the 
only place where they caai* command 
without oppofition, and tyrannize with 
impunity ; as. cowardice and cruelty arc 
infeparablc^ they will moil probably exert 
their authprity when, it canuot be dis- 
puted, and infult where they cannot be 
refiftcd. Parents are every day found 
amongft up, who (bew \\mf power only 
by tlie abufe of it j wJjQ^ treat their chiU 
dren as fl^ves^j who, yielding to every- 
irnpulfe of paffipn and rje.ftjitment, al- 
\y:ays rebijjce wjth afperity, ajad chaflife 
\yith rigour : but fujrely fuch fevages arc 
a difgrace to human nature : Youth hath 
a thoufand pleas to urge in its favour 
which the deaf eft ear muft liften to : 
ignoranqe hath always a. claim, to. pity : 
and innocence a: title to protedion. 
There are very few faults indeed in 

children 
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children which arc liot pardonable j and 
half their errors ihould only be attri- 
buted to inexperience and inadvertency. 
Let the fevere parent refled, that if he 
pr&Oohs his children to wraihy he will 
be himfelf^ ill all probability, the greatcft 
fufferer by it ; that diftance and referv- 
ednefs muft naturally produce a fervile 
dread arid diffidence j whilft oil the con- 
trary, an open and ingenuous confidence 
on one fide^ wotild as natutdlly beget 
efteeui and regard on the other : let 
him refle^Jij that though he may be 
dbeyed, Ije cannot be. loved ; that the 
blow will bfc felt, though it is not re- 
turned : ifad, that thbfe, who cannot re- 
taliatCj Willi notwithftanding, referit the 
injury. Above all, let the fevere pa- 
rent remember, that he alfo hath a Far- 
ther in heaven^ to whom he looks up 
for love, tendernefs and afFedion, for 
pardon, indulgence, and reward ; if he 
(hould exercife his parental authority 
in like ftianner, and rule over his chil- 
dren 
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dren with a rod of irony if he (hould be 
extreme to mark what is done amifsy who 
might abide it ^ 

But, fecondly, children may be pro^ 
voked to wrath by the contrary extreme of 
weaknefs and indulgence. 



A more dangerous, and ceirtainly a 
much moce frequent error in parents, is 
an unreflrained and exceiilve fondnefs ; 
and thi$, however ill calcula^d it may 
feem for fuch a purpofe, m^^y, in the 
end,. -as juftly and inevitably pfovoke 
children to wrath as the oppofite eJctreme 
of chyrlifhnefs and feverity'j the various 
paflions and affedlions of human nature 
begin very early to exert and difplay 
themfelves, and if they are not properly 
reftrained and direded, w\\\ of neccffity 
have a fatal and unconquerable Influ- 
ence over the whole tenor of our lives 5 
if we give up the reins to appetite, at an 
age, when reafon is too weak to guide 

them. 
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them, and fufFer the will to rule with 
defpotic fway,' uncontroled by judg- 
ment, and unawed by parental autho- 
rity, every vice will gain daily ftrength 
by habit, and every propenfity to evil 
take ftich deep root in the foul, as never 
to be extirpated j if the child is never 
correded, it is ipoft probable that the 
man will never be virtuous j and if the 
child is always complied with, 'the man 
will be always unhappy. How often 
indeed dt) qhildren live to condemn that 
fondnefs, which was the fource of their 
gpilt ; and to curfe that indulgence 
which was the foundation of their mi- 
fery ! 

But there is another method of pro^ 
voking children to wrath -^ where the re- 
fentment on one fide is highly warrant- 
able, and the injury on the other to the 
laft degree inexcufable j and that is, the 
partial affedion of a parent for one child, 
in preference to others, equally deferv- 

ing 
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ing of it; this ading ia dirc^ oppp-" 
fition both to the will and to the con- 
dudl of our Alpiighty Father, who, in 
his difpenfations towards man, teacheth 
U3 another and a better leflpn : the chil- 
dren of nature a)l divide his tendernefs, 
all (hare hi3 equal |ove^ without par- 
tiality, prejudipe, ^ or diftinSion : we 
fhould follow his ileps, and imitate his 
juftice. Nothing but a fuperipr fbare 
of duty and obedience, can lay claim to 
fftperior favoi^r ^pd ip4wlgC0ce : no ex- 
ter pal beauty of fornj, Jiqwever (Iriking ; 
no nat:ural accompljibmcnts, however 
excellent j no pre-eminence pf genius, 
talents and abilities, however brilli^jnt 
and engaging, (hould have fuch weight 
in the fcale pf parental love, as to de- 
ftroy that equal hal^ace which fhould 
be ever held with a ftea^y and unfhakcn 
hand. When this is once loft, the 
foundations pf domeftic happinefs are 
undermined j %ife) diyifion and ani- 
mofity ufurp tl\e feats of harmony and 

peace j 
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peace ^ aijd where jcaloufy and hatred 
are thus early fown, they generally (hoot 
up into a rank and fruitful harveil of 
guilt and mifery. When children find 
it impoffible to pleafc, they will natu- 
rally lofe all defire of pleafingj where 
they are negleded, they will negle<ft; 
and where they are injured, they will 
refent. Thefe, and a thoufand other 
ill confequences, which it is unneceflary 
to enumerate, will inevitably flow from 
the partial diHribution of parental ten* 
demefs: and yet there* is fcarce a large 
and numerous family to be met with, 
where this evil is not in fome meafure 
feen, felt, and lamented. 

There are, we muft acknowledge, 
ftrange weaknelies, prejudices and pre- 
pofleffions in human nature, not eafily 
to be accounted for, which adJ, no doubt, 
as forcibly on parents a$ on other men ; 
but when we are attacked by them, we 
muft call in reafon and religion to our 

aid. 
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aid, to combat thcfe prejudices, to coun- 
terad and fubdue thefe wcakneffes and 
prepoffeffions : above all, we muft re- 
member to place ourfelvQs in the fitua- 
tion of thofe who are to fuffer by them ; 
to obferve the golden rule, the great 
criterion of juflice, and do as we would 
be done unto. 
But 

There is another method, and which 
is too often pradifed by angry and in- 
exorable parents, of provoking children to 
wrathy by Ymjufily defrauding them of 
tjieir patrimony, without jiift caufe. If 
any provide not for his own, fays the 
apoftle, ande/pecia/fyjfor thofe of his awn 
houfey he hath denied, the faithy and is 
worfe than an infidel: he muft, indeed,: 
be ftridly and literally worfe, more def- 
titute of feeling and humanity, than the 
moft favage and illiterate barbarians, 
amongft Y^hom, ftrangers as- they are to 
God and religipn, the crime of deferting 

and 
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and defrauding their offspring, is yet 
unknown. Children have a clear and 
indifputable right, from the great char- 
ter of nature, to the pofTeffions of their 
parents J and unlefs that right is for- 
feited by fome flagrant enormity, it can- 
not with any degree of equity, be wreft- 
Cjd from them: the laws of men, in this 
cafe, coincide and co-operate with the 
laws of God; and the claim of inheriy 
tance, in all civilized nations, is univer- 
fally allowed and confented to, unlefs 
the contrary is peculiarly fpecified: thofe 
offences, therefore, fhould be of a very 
heinous nature, and accompanied with 
mofl aggravating circumftances, which 
can excufe a parent in bereaving his 
children of their patrimony : no venial 
inadvertency arifing from inexperience, 
no imprudent fallies of unguarded youth, 
no unpremeditated afts of cafual difo- 
bedience can palliate fuch injuftice : for 
the moft part, indeed, fcarce any other 
caufe can be affigned for the commiflion 

of 
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of this crime, but whim, caprice, or re* 
fentment: fome there are who fcreen 
their guilt beneath the veil of piety, 
and clothe their vice in the habit of a 
virtue : but this is a poor and wretched 
fubterfuge 5 the mean evafion cf cruelty 
?ind pride. The man who deprives his 
children of their inheritance, and beg- 
gars -his pofterity, tofooth his vanity by 
ill-placed beneficence, though he may 
be canonized as a faint upon earth, will 
sever be enrolled among the blefled in 
heaven^ It is, upon the whole, an ad 
of injuftice which, however the offender 
may reconcile to himfelf by fpccious ar- 
guments, however by delufive reafons 
he may pcrfuade the world to pafs over, 
or approve, his confcience will moft 
probably reproach him for in this world, 
and his Creator punifh in that which 
is to come. 

There is, moreover, another branch 
of pateatal duty,, the omiffion of which 

muft 
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vfi\^ provoke children to wratky and that 
is, not only to bequeath to them their 
due patrimony, not only to provide for 
their future eafe and happinefs, but to 
promote by every method in their power, 
their prefent and immediate welfare : to 
adminifier to their neceilities, and relieve 
their diftrefi, to double every comfort, 
and leflen every calamity. The inheri- 
tance, which we leave our ch3dren> is 
no more than a debt which wc owe to 
nature, and which jufticc demands of 
us: there is very little merit in parting 
with that which we can no longer retain : 
pofthumous charity and generofity, there- 
fore of this, as of every other kind, is 
of fmalt value or efteem. It often hap- 
pens, that parents bequeath large eftates, 
after their deaths, to children, whom 
they had kept in the utmoft penury all 
their lives, and withhold every thing 
from their family, till the hand of God 
wrcfts it from them: and what is gene- 
rally the. con fequence of this? the chil- 
dren 
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drcn are provoked^ and juftly provokedy to 
wrath: the omiffion of duty on one 
part produces a ncgled of it on the 
other J the bon^s of mutual affedion 
are gradually loofened and- unwoven : 
to the warmth of love and tendernefs, 
fucceed coldnefs and indifference ; thofe^ 
who ftand in need of fupport and affift- 
ancc, and at the fame time think they 
have a right to it, will be greatly hurt 
and difappointed, when it is unkindly 
withheld from them : inflead of pray- 
ing for the continuance of their parents' 
lives, they are tempted, but too often, to 
look forwards with fecret fatisfa£tion 
towards the diflblution of it : and where, 
indeed, there is penury, diftrefs and rc- 
fentment on one fide, with affluence, 
avarice and inhumanity on the other, 
all the aid, which filial affedion, mora- 
lity and religion can afford, will fome- 
times prove ineffedual. If parents, there- 
fore, hope for love, tendernefs, and obe- 
dience from their children, they muft, 

as 
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as long as they live, in proportion to 
their circumftances and abilities, affift, 
fupport, and relieve them: we muft 
love, in Ihort, if we exp^^t to be loved ; 
we muft give pleafure and fatisfadion, 
if we exped to receive them ; we muft 
look up, in this, as in every other point 
of duty, to tho great ftandard of perfec- 
tion, the tender, afifedtionate, univerfal 
Parent, the Creator and Father of man- 
kind \ He deals forth his bounties to all 
his children, with a liberal and impartial 
hand ; direds them by his council, guards 
them by his providence, and fupports 
them by his power j guides, inftruds, 
and affifts them here, and encourages 
them in the pradice of duty and obedience, 
by the unalienable reverfion of a noble 
inheritance hereafter. 
But laftly : 

Parents may provoke their children to 
wrathy by their own wricked and licen- 
tious lives: not only by a negled and 

difre- 
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difregard of thm^ but by the little 
attention which they pay to them/elves^ 
and to their owa chara^r and reputa- 
tion in the worlds As parents frequently 
ftifier for the fi>flies of their children^ fo 
may children alfb fufFer for the follies of 
their parents: it becomcth all men to* 
a€t with prudence and difcretion ; to be- 
have foberly and religioufly, and to ab- 
ftain from every evil word and Work ; 
bnt, it \S peculiarly incunlbcnt on every 
father and mother, to keep a confciettde 
vord of offence j to put a bridle on their 
lips^ and plaCe a guard over their hearts : 
the folemn relation which they have en- 
tered into, the important office Which* 
they are bound to perform, demand a 
more than ordinary care of their conduct 
in every particular. The minds of chil- 
dren are fo fufceptible of every* impref- 
fion ; fo entirely guided by the diredlion, 
and influenced by the example of thole 
who are immediately corittededl. V^ith 
them, that no caution can be tod gr^at, 

^ no 
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no reftraint too rigid and fevere, with re^ 
^rd to every thing done and faid within 
thei? prefence, or within the fphcre of 
their knowledge and comprehenfion* 
There is a reverence due to youth, as 
well as age : not an adionlhould be com- 
mitted before children, which hath the 
leaft tendency towards fin j not a word 
fhouldi efcape our lips, that might taint 
the purity of unfullied innocence. . HoW 
much, then, has the guilty parent to 
anfwcr for, who, inftead of fetting a 
fair example to his children, and direct-- 
ing them in the paths of truth and hap- 
pinefs, mifleads their unwary footfteps 
into the paths of fin and forrow ^ who 
debauches thofe morals, which he ought 
to improve, and fubjedb thofe to the di- 
vine wrath, whom it is his indifpenfable 
duty to Ihelter from it ! 

Though many other caufes, arifing 
from particular incidents in life, or from 

P the 
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the difFercnt tempers and difpofitions of 
men, may occafionally confpire to difturb 
the peace of families, by provoking chiU 
dren to wrathy thofe which I have already 
mentioned, will generally be found the 
mod prevalent : the beft method to guard 
agajnft fuch weaknefles, and to prevent, 
the ill confequences of them, is, probably, 
that rule of conduct, which the apofile 
hath prefcribed in the latter part of my 
text, admonifhing parents, to bring up 
their children in the nurture of the Lord. 

St. Paulj who well knew how much 
depends on a virtuous and religious edu- 
cation, recommends it as the great and 
leading duty, including, as it were, and 
comprehending every other : he indeed, 
who regularly and confcientioufly per-^ 
forms this, will not often be found de- 
ficient in any of the reft : it is fcarcc 
probable, that he who knows and teaches 
the principles of Chriftianitj?-, fhould him- 

felf 
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felf ad fo diredlly in oppofition to them, 
as to provoke his children to wrath, by 
any of thefe errors which I have above 
cijumerated. It is not in the power of 
every man to provide for his children, 
with regard to the good things of this 
life, in the manner he could wifh, or 
they, perhaps, deferve ; his own circum- . 
fiances may be too narrow to make 
theirs eafy j his own intereft, merit, or 
abilities too fmall and inconfiderable, to 
recommend them to powerful favour 
and protedion ; but, it is in every man's 
power to iring up his children in the fear 
of the Lord, to form their minds to the 
pradice of virtue, and indil into them, 
as early as poffible, the principles of re- 
ligion and morality. 

This is a duty which, I fear, is too 
often negleded amongft us. The know- 
ledge of languages, of arts and fcieiices, 
is univerfally taught and inculcated 
F 2 with 
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with the utmort- palris and afliduity ^ 
whilft the no^left fcience df all, that of 
Morality, the bcfl and ftloft ufcftd know- 
ledge, the knowledge of ourfelves, is 
feldom enquired into. Care is takea to 
fill the garden with evety flower that t^n 
beautify or adorn, but fcarce one ufeful 
fruit, or falutary herb, is planted in it : 
Children, in fhort, are taught every lan- 
guage, but the language of the heart; 
inflruded in every religion, but the reli- 
gion of Chrift ; and acquainted with 
every booTcj but the holy fcriptures. 

V ' 

N. 

Pie,ty ftr^ngtheris the tonds 6f filial, 
a^ wetl as. o^ every other duty : thoic 
children therefore, will . always be the 
moft obedient, tender ^hd afie£iionatc, 
whp ad from confcientious and religious 
principles, l^hofe, who have bSeff brought 
up in the nurture and the admonition of the 
Lord^ , will moft probably repay their 
parents' care and attention, by love and 

grati- 
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gratitude towards them : it is therefore 
the father's higheft intereft, as well as 
his indifpenfable duty, to inftrud his 
children in religion j to acquaint them 
with the ways of God, tp explain the 
dodrine of Chrift, and the terms of fal- 
vation : as all the pains he takes in this 
talk, will be amply reqompenfed : and 
the gift, which he beftows, be returned 
fourfold into his cnvn bofom. 

To conclude, therefore, with the cha- 
rader pf 

A GOOD FATHER. 

The good Father is* ever humane, ten- 
der and affedipnate to his children; he 
treats them, therefore, with lenity, and 
kindnefs ; correds with prudence, re- 
bukes with temper, and chafljfes with 
reludance : he never fuffers his induU 
gcnce to degenerate intp weaknefs, or 

his 
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his affcdion to be biafTed by partiality : 
as he rejoices in their joy, and partici- 
pates in their afflidions, he never fuffers 
them to want a bleffing which he can 
beftow, or to lament an evil which he can 
prevent : whilft he continueth with 
them, he adminifters to their prefent 
happinefs, and provides for their future 
felicity when he (hall be removed from 
them J he is doubly cautious in preferv- 
ing his own charader, becaufe theirs de- 
pends upon it J he is prudent, therefore, 
that they may be happy, induftrious that 
they niay be rich j good and virtuous 
that they may be refpeded : he inftruds 
by his life, and teaches by his example : 
as he is thoroughly fatisfied, that piety 
is the fource and foundation of every 
virtue, hfe takes care to bring tkem up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord : 
that they may be good men^ he endea- 
vours to make them good Chrijiians\ and 
after having done every thing in his 
power to make them eafy and happy 

here. 
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here, points out to them the only infal- 
lible means of fecuring eternal blifs and 
tranquillity hereafter. 

Now to God the Father, &c. 
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DUTY TO MASTERS. 

Co LOSS. III. 22. 

Servants y cbey in all things your majiers 
according to the Jlejh : not with eye- 
Jerviccy as men-pleafers^ but injimplenefs 
of hearty fearing God. 

W. A V I N G endeavoured, in my 
two laft difcourfes, to illuftrate and 
explain to you, the great and im- 
portant duties of father and fon, 
which fo defervedly ftand at the head 
of all our focial connexions ; and which 
are indeed fo interwoven, as it were, 
with our very frame and conftitutiop, 
as to form no inconfiderable part, both 

of 
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of our merit and our happinefs, let us de- 
fcend, as I propofed, from the all-power- 
ful ties of nature, to thofe of an inferior 
kind ! to thofe, notwithftanding, by 
which the wifdom of God hath bound 
man to man, and which contribute to 
make us profitable and ufeful to each 
other. When we confider the innu- 
merable evils arijfing to fociety, from 
the careleflhefs and extravagance, or 
from the floth and negligence of fcr- 
vants, we cannot but acknowledge, that 
the due performance of their duty, in 
every particular, is a point of the utmoft 
confequence ; that every method fhould 
therefore be made ufe of to enforce, and 
every argument to recommend the prac- 
tice of it ; becaufe, in this large and com- 
plicated machine of the univerfe, if the 
fmaller, or fubordinat^ wheels arc out 
of order, it muft of courfe, retard the 
motion, and interrupt the operations of 
the Vv^hole. 

Wc 
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We ate all of us, doubtlefs, by na- 
ture equal, created after the fame di- 
vine fimilitude, made after the image of 
Gody fellow-creatures and fellow-fervants j 
all bound to obey the commands, and 
perform the fovereign- will of one great 
Lord and Matter of us all. But the fu- 
preme Being hath, in his divine wifdom, 
thought fit to make us, as the holy fcrip- 
ture expreflfes it, members one of another: 
without fubordination, without order, 
rank and degree among men, the world 
would be a fcene of anarchy and con- 
fufionj befides that, the various fta- 
tions and circumflances of human life 
call forth the various powers and fa- 
culties of men, and give them opportu- 
nities of exercifing their feviral quali- 
ties and perfedions. God, therefore, 
hath fo ordained it, that fome-ihall live 
upon the fruits of the earth, which the 
labour of others produceth, that in the 
great chain of nature, one link fhall 

fupport 
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fupport the other 5 and that whilft it is 
given to fome, to fpend their time in 
cafe and affluence, others fhall live by 
X\it fweat of their brows ^ fhall beir the 
yoke of fervitude, and be fubjcd to the 
will and diredion of their mailers. Nor 
doth this difference and diflindion, in 
the leafl impeach the rcditude of the 
divine condudj neither have we the 
leafl right, or reafon, to complain of 
partiaKty or injuflice. It would be 
Tcry eafy to fhew, that, as the highefl 
and mod exalted flations are attended 
with numberlefs pains and inconveni- 
cncies ; the lowefl alfo is not with- 
out its fhare of comfort and fatisfac- 
tion: it would be no difficult tafk to 
convince the complaining fervant, that 
the advantages of maintenance, fupport, 
and protedion, from an indulgent maf- 
ter, the eafe and tranquillity which it 
is always in his own power to procure, 
and many other advantages fufficiently 
obvious, are frequently an overbalance 

for 
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for tnc fplendor of riches, and the daz- 
ding luftre of independency. — But 
fince to complain in this cafe, it is as ab- 
furd as it is unjuftifiable, becaufe it can- 
not poffibly relieve the fufferer j fince it 
is the appointment of God, and therefore 
the duty of all, in patience and rcfigna- 
tiop, to fubmit to it. — ^Our time will 
be bell employed in confidering, if our 
lot has caft us into the humble vale of 
life, how we may beft behave ourfelves 
in it, perform the tafk which God hath 
impofed upon us, and enfure to our- 
felves that reward of inheritance, which 
he hath promifed to thofe, who truly 
and faithfully difcharge it. 

And herein the advice of the apoftle, 
in my text, may ferve us for a guide 
and diredlor. 

ServantSy fays he, obey your mafters 
in all things. 

Now, 
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Now, by the Obedience here ex- 
prefied^ hqw unlimited foever it may 
appear, we are not to underftand, that a 
fervant i$ obliged always to conform 
to the will anddircAion of his mafter,. 
however unjuil or imreafbnable : for if 
what he commands (aa may, and per*^ 
haps doth^ frequently happen) be in di- 
Tc€i oppofition to the laws of God^ or of 
man, the partial obligation by which ho 
is conneded, doth by. no means bind 
him to the performance of it : the laft 
contrad^ we make, will not annul that 
which was prior to it : the relations . 
which we bear to each other, were or-» 
dained to flrengthen, and not to diflblve 
the more powerful ties of juftice and 
morality : he, therefore, who, the better 
to perform the firft, breaks through 
and infringes the latter, is altogether as 
wife as he, who fhould endeavour to 
ijrengthen the building, by undermin- 
ing the foundation. In all cafes, there- 
fore. 
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fore^ where the fervant's obedience in- 
terferes with divine or human laws, it 
is not required. — But, on the other 
hand, wherever it is confonant with rea- 
fpn and juflice, it is to be paid with the 
utraoft exadnefs : the will of the maC- 
tcr is not, in matters indifferent, to be 
controverted or difputed 5 the mind, 
as well as body, fhould be pliant and 
flexible : opinions, if' advanced ^t all, 
are to be tendered with humility; and 
doubts, if propofed at all, propofed with 
deference and fubmiflion. — It may be, 
and perhaps is, every day alleged by 
thofe who are continually repining at 
their condition, that nothing is fo mean 
and unvvorthy, fo wretched and con- 
temptible, as to be entirely fubfervient 
to the will of others, to have no free- 
dopa of judgment or decifion of our 
own, but tamely and implicitly to 
Tefign to the caprice of fuch as are 
fomctinies no better than ourfelves : 
but it would well become thofe who 

G make 
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make the complaint, to refledt, that thiiJ 
boaftcd privilege, which they are fo 
loth to be deprived of, is often attended 
with the moft fatal and deflrudlive con- 
fequcnces j that thofe who fay and do 
all that they will, very feldom either 
fay or do as they ought ; that to be left 
to ourfelves, without conftraint or con- 
trol, is fo far from being a bleffingi that 
it would be rather one of the greateft 
misfortunes which we can poflibly fall 
into ; and that as proud and as willing 
as we all are to command, it is always 
more feafy and more fafe, very often eveq 
more pleafant, to obey* 

But it is not, as the apoftle irifornts 
MS, a mere external obedience which 
will acquit us : Serve your mafters^ fay$ 
he, not mth eye-Jervice^ as tnen-pleafers. 
It is not fufficient, that whilft fervarits 
are under the immediate infpedion of 
their matters they fhould behave with 
fome degree of diligence and affiduity^ 

. but 
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but that they (hould ferve and oblige 
them with equal diligence when abfent : 
no eye but the eye of Grod can fee 
every thing at all times, and in all 
places J it is impoffible that any man, 
how careful and induftrious foever he 
may be, can provide for every contin- 
gency, or fee every thing executed which 
is neceflary : he muft depend in fome 
meafure, therefore, on the integrity of 
thofe beneath him. Here then will 
commence the true teft of obedience, and 
the marks of unfeigned attachment and 
fincerity- 

Mutual truft and confidence are the 
great bonds of fociety, without which 
it cannot poffibly fubfift : when we 
have bound ourfelves, therefore, by fo- 
lemn contrad; when we have agreed, 
in return for the manifeft benefits and 
advantages of daily fupport and protec- 
tion, to promote the intereft and wel- 
fare of thofe who thus fupport and pro- 
tc^ us, the obligation is, doubtlcfs, of 
G % double 
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double force, and the negle^ ^^ '}^ i^^-* 
finitely more unpardonable, becaufe it 
adds fraud and treachery to xaipine apd 
injuftice. He who deprives a ftrangq; 
pf his right, is a thief; but he who de^ 
frauds his mafter, is a traitor alia ^ and 
though the lenity of human laws maj? 
injSid an equal punifhment on both, 
they will certainly me^t with very differ- 
ent treatment from the divine* Honefty 
and integrity are th$ mofl efTential 
perfedions of a good fcrvantj as oa 
thefe the fecurity of every mati's- right 
and property, muft, in fomc jneafure, 
depend. Servants (hould be extreme- 
ly careful, not to fecrete ot embez- 
zle the leaft part of that which is 
cntruflcd to thcjm. ; becaufe, when they 
have once brought themfelvesi by Ijpe- 
cious arguments, to believe, that to de- 
fraud, or injure another, may be^S/^f- 
times lawful, they will foon be perfuadcd 
that it is always fo ; and who will ferve or 
defend thofe, who have befrayed that coo- 

iidence 
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^enGC which was repofed in them j who 
have ruined and.deftroycd thofe whom 
they had fwora to guard and proted ? 

But it is ^rther jjicumbent on every 
gOK>d fervant,^not only^to'be juft, honeft, 
and upright himfelf, but to take care, 
as far as in him lies, that. others are juft 
alfo : not to fufFer hi» mafter, at any 
tfpe, to be injured or defrauded. Men 
frequently cheat themfelves into an opi- 
nion^ that they are not anfwerable for 
the wickednefs which they connive at; 
and, that they can only fufier for what 
they commit ; but it is a oaiiferable and 
fatal felf-delufion ; a delulion, whiqh 
will ruin their fame, charadJer, and in- 
tereft here, and withal, greatly endan- 
ger the fafety of their fouls hereafter. 
For in the cafe now before us, as Vvxll as 
injiumeral>le other inftances which might 
be mentioned, that fervant, who fees his 
mafter robbed, or betrayed, who hears 
him^ caliamniated, and abufed, and is fo 

mean. 
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mean, io timid and ungrateful, as to pafs 
it over unnoticed, arid unrcfentcd, but 
ill dcferves that protedlion and reward 
which he receives from him. There is 
not the leaft doubt to be made, but that 
in thefe circumflances, to be filent is to., 
be guilty, and he who conceals the crime, 
is in fome meafure acceflary to it. 

But another branch of the fervant's 
obedience, and without which he cannot 
indeed properly deferve the name of 
one, is diligence j and the want of this 
is moft inexcufable j becaufe it is a per- 
fediion which it is m the pow^r of 
all to attain; and it requires nothing 
but a willing mind to the performance 
of it 5 it is of the utmoft fervice and 
affiftance to parts and genius where they 
arCy and in a great meafure fupplies their 
place where they are not : it is, after all, 
but a fpecies of the duty I juft now men- 
tioned, of uprightnefs and integrity 5 for 
he who is not induftrious, is not honeft; 

and 
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ajnd to be diligent is only to be juft. 
The mafter has as good a right to the 
labour, time, and affiduity of the fer- 
vant, as the fervant can poffibly have to 
the fupport, protedion, and wages of his 
mafter: If the latter, therefore, per- 
forms his part of the contrad, the for- 
mer cannot, without the utmoft injuf- 
tice, withhold the other j he fhould 
, place himfelf in the circumftances and 
fitu^tion, then, of his mafter ^ he fhould 
give the fame induftry, and afliduity to 
his affairs^ as if they were his own : his 
awn, in reality, they moft certainly 
are, becaufe on the fuccefs and fortune 
of the one, the eafe and maintenance of 
the other muft depend : and yet, what 
dreadful confequences haye arifen to the 
beft of men, from the ill condud and 
behaviour of thofe whom they had hired, 
to ruin and betray them ! Such incon- 
fiftent judges are we of what is truly 
valuable in this life, that where we pro- 
mife ourfelves the greateft pleafure, we 

often 
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often meet with the bittereft difappoint- 
ment; and what flattered ns with the 
faireft profped, brings with it the greateft 
trouble and anxiety. To make a fplcn- 
did appearance, to boaft a numerous 
retinue, to have a crowd of vaflals atten- 
dant on our pleafure, and fubfervient to 
our commands, may footh the prid6 and 
vanity of our hearts ; but doth it not 
often happen, that thefe are treafures 
which we pay very dearly for ? that our 
ferVants ruin and betray us ? that their 
negligence deflroys, their difhonefty un- 
dermines, then* extravagance ruins their 
mafters ? and thus the very thing which 
caufed the envy, is that which moft de- 
fcrves the pity of our inferiors. 

But the apoftle, in the latter part of 
my text, has recommended a virtue 
which would prevent all thefe evils, and 
promote every good : he has recom- 
mended a perfedion which will ftrengtheii 
knd 'cement all the rfeft, atid that is, 

fingle^ 
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fingterafs of hearty a pious, confcieiftiotis 
regard to the cttgagemeiit we have en- 
tered into : Whatever ye doy ikys he, dd 
it heartily J as to the L/>rdy and not unf6 
men. WhatfoeVer we do heartily, we 
fhall: always do effefhially. Servants, 
therefore, fhould endeavonr to inculcate 
m themfelvcs, a dcfire of pleafing and 
obhging ; tfiey fhould create, as it Were, 
a tendernefs and affcdion fotthdfb whorn 
they ferve. 

Love is, indeed, the life and foul of 
every relative duty; the powerful cnli^ . 
vening principle, which alone C4n in- 
fjpire u& with vigour and adlivity in the 
execution of it: without this, even dii- 
ligence is ungrateful, and ftkbmiffioti 
itfelf has the air of difobedjence 5 a 
cold, languid, fpiritlefs compliance with 
the will of another, feems forced and 
extorted, and when thofe whom wid 
expc'd to follow us through life, muft 
be dragged afteir us, it retards our pro- 

grefs. 



90 The Duty of 

greisy and at the fame time takes ofF 
half the pleafure of the journey. But^ 
on the other hand, when reciprocal 
truft and confidence have produced mu- 
tual love and affe^Slion, every thing flows 
on in aU' cafy, uninterrupted courfe of 
joy and fatisfadion ; pleafure and duty 
go hand in hand, righteoufnefs and peace 
kifs eash other: every wifb on each fide 
is prevented, and every jealoufy removed ; 
the mafter^s will is known before it is 
cxprefled, and the fervice performed even 
before it is commanded i 

Thus good, thus profitable, and thus 
happy, are they who aft from Jinglenefs 
of hearty fearing God. The fear of Gody 
in this, as in every thing elfe, is the be^ 
ginning of wifdom, Thofe fervants, in- 
deed, who wrong or betray, who in- 
jure or negled their mailers, have rea- 
fon to fear that QxA whom they have 
offended; becaufe, when we are defi- 
cient in any of thofe duties which we 

owe 
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owe to our neighbour, we tranfgrefs the 
laws of the moft High : in all our rela- 
tions and connedions with each other, 
God is the witnefs to every contract, 
and muft know whether we perform it 
or not : he is the great guardian of the 
rights and privileges of all mankind j he 
fits on the feat to do judgment andjujiice^ 
and when any are dpprcfled or injured 
here, to him they muft appeal for rc- 
drefsj if the fervant, therefore, wrong 
his matter; if he is difhoneft, flothful, 
idle, and extravagant, God will avenge 
the caufe of the injured, and eaft the un^ 
frojitahle fervant into utter darknefs^ where 
Jhall be weeping and voailing and gnq/hing 
of teeth. Whilft, on the other hand, if 
the fervant obey his mafter in all things 
with fnglenefs of hearty fearing Godi 
if he is hqneft, faithful, diligent and 
grateful, he fhall, as the apoftle fays, 
receive the inheritance. It is the hap- 
piriefs of fervants, and ought with gra- 
titude to be remembered by them, that 

they 
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they iiavc better and more frequent op- 
portufiities of recommending themfelves 
to God thaa their fuperiors. Honefly, 
fro^lity, temperance^ ^ithfulnefs and 
^Iramility, thofc truly Chriflian virtues^ 
ivbich they are called on every day to 
czercife^ are more particularly adapted to 
their Hatioa and circumftances in life; 
iwbat wc. cannot eafily fubfift without, 
wc are readily induced to acquire ; is it 
not theji^ a pecnliar privilege which fer- 
^vantB 6njoy> that what is their duty, is 
moft apparently their intereft alfo ; and 
that which conftitutes their prefent hap- 
pineis, will^ at the fame time, eiifurc 
their future felicity ? 

.^ To fum up all, therefore,^ ia the cha- 
lafterdf 

A GOOD servant/ 

The goodjervant will obey his mafier in 
all things y will readily and implicitly 

fubmit 
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fubmit to his commands, withpijt roue- 
muring or lelud^nce j will execute them 
with zeal^ cheerfulnefe and alacrit^r^ 
will be ftridtly honeft, juft aud faithfal, 
with regard to every thing committed 
to bis carej endeavouring \o promote 
in others that fidelity, which be dotk 
hifnfelf pradife^ and to difiuadc them 
from that fraud of Qorruption, . which lie 
doth himfelf abhor : he will be too ac- 
tive and vigilant in the discharge df- his 
duty, to ftand in need of any admoni- 
tions to tlie performance, or any re- 
proaches for the omiflionof it; he will 
infenfibly conlrad an efieem and regard 
for thofe whom he ferves, which will 
naturally grow up into the tendereft rc-^ 
gard and affcQipn for them j io that his 
labour will become the labour of love, 
^nd hia fcrvice perfect freedom: he will 
Goniider himfelf bound by the laws of 
God, as well as by the laws of men, to 
thcj pun^^ual difcharge of that relation 
•which he hath entered into ^ not merely 

.as 
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as^ac]vil5 but as a moral and religious 
obligation : he will not, therefore, con- 
tent himfclf with eye-fervice, but at all 
times be diligent and ailiduons, iascon-^ 
fcious that he bath not only an earthly, 
but an heavenly Mafter, whoknoweth 
every word and every action % who feeih 
in fecret^ and will one day^ either punifli 
or reward him openly. 

To conclude, therefore— 

A time, we know, will come (and 
it cannot be far from every one of us), 
when we muft all, once more, be upon 
a level ^ when all rank and degree fhall 
ceafe, and all diAindions vanifh : in the 
grave we ihall be equal j where the wick^ 
ed ceafe from troubling^ and the weary are 
atreji'j where the pr if oners reji together^ 
and hear not the voice of the opprejfor: 
from that place, he that created all, 
fhall call forth his creatures, high and 
lowy rich and poor one with another: 
then fhall the fervant be a fervant no 

morei 
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more-^ God, the great deliverer, fhall 
fhake off his chains and break his bonds 
in funder : then fhall thofe, whofe low 
and hard condition in this life fubjedcd 
them to toil and labour, receive the re- 
ward of reft and tranquillity.:— If they 
have performed their duty in that fta- 
tion which God allotted them^ they fhall 
receive the inheritance which he hath 
promifed them : they who have groaned 
under the hand of tyranny and oppref- 
fion, fhall enjoy the bleffings of free- 
dom and indulgence ; and thofe who 
have been the fervants of men, fhall be- 
come the fons of God; they fhall be- 
come the fervants of that befl and kind- 
eft mafler, who will lay no harfh com- 
mands upon them, require no unpleaf- 
ing or unreafonable fervice ; but, inftead 
of burthening them with new tafks, will 
only recompenfe them for what they 
have already performed j a mafter, who, 
when they approach his throne with 
humilitv, will receive them with the 

kindeft 
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kindcft falutation, and with the tendercft 
endearments } who will crown all their 
wiihes^ and fatisfy all their deiires, whqn 
he Ihall fay unto themj, fFell have ye 

donty Tip good and faithful fervants^ enter 

ye into the. Jqy of your Lord. 

Now to God the Father, &c* 
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SERMON V. 

l>UtV t& SERVANTS. 

CoLbss. IV. li 

Majteris give untoyour ferijant's tkit which 
is ^uji and equals knowing that ye olfQ 
haoe a Mdfter in heaven. 

1 HE gracious ptovidcnee bf Godl| 
exerted conftantly and invariably ta- 
ward« mankind, is hot in any thing 
iiiore immediately Vifible, than ib that 
very part of the divine cpndud to 
trhich the fooliih unbeliever hath tho 
fbongeft objedion^ The unequal difiri* 
bution of things iti this fhort and tran«» 
fitory liife, the great power, riches and 
abundance, happinefs, knowledge and 
H 2 capacitjr 
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capacity of forac, the no Icds diflinguifh- 
cd wcakncfs, indigence, poverty and ig- 
norance of others, were fo ordained, no 
doubt, by the Creator of all, to fet in 
motion the various qualities and perfec- 
tions of our nature : to teach us, that 
we were born to ferve ai^d love pne anor 
ther -, to employ our health, ftrength and 
plenty, for the fupport and comfort of 
the weak, the fick, and the neceilitous. 
To fome, therefore, he hath appointed 
their fiation in the humblevale of fub- 
miffion and dependency, put upon them 
the yoke of fervitude, and fubjeded them 
to the will of their fuperiors : othprs, at 
the fametime, he hath thought fit to exalt 
to rank, fortune and precedency j to give 
them rule over their brethren ^ tp endow 
them with power and abundance : but, 
in retuirn for this power and authority, . 
for the good things of life, which, he 
hath thus graciqufly beftowed on the 
great, our Maftcr, which is in hpayen, 
cxpcfts that we, on purpart, flipuld takft. 

care 
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care of vpur fervantsupon earth ; that we 
, (hould give them all things that are jufi 
and equal. 

By juji and equals we are, doubtlefi, 
to underfiand all the various parts of a 
mafier'sxluty to his fervant, which cir- 
cumfiance, merit, or occafion may at any 
time 'require of him: in thefe words, 
therefore,' are comprehended and . im- 
plied, not only juftice in the ftri£l and 
. Iic9ited fenfe, but maintenance and pro* 
te^ion, indulgence and tenderncfs, ad- 
^vice and ioArudtion, pardon and for- 
givcncfs, ^ 

Nothing can be more felf-evident, 
than that,thofe who contribute, in a 
great meafure to our eafe and happinefs, 
have an indifputable title to a reward 
from us. Amongft wild and barbarous 
nations, where power is gained and fup- 
ported by mere force, and brutality, men 

may 



(laws and TiflUs, widioiit confi- 
dcring dicmiclvcs bound to amy gmte- 
lid ictom for their toils and fcrvicci 
kof m the vaoK refined * parts of the 
iMForld, at all timcsy and m all nations, 
|He obligations of mailer and iervant 
hx^FC been conlkfered as mntual ; it is a 
<^(e and intimate relation, a fc^eiqn 
^gagement entered into by them both, 
asid which bpth are equally bound t6 
diicharge. The firft great duty, there-r 
lore, incumbent on raalbrs is, ftri^ly 
and pqndually to abide by ^heir pontrai^^ 
and to reward the feryant for his labqur, 
according to the agreements n^ade be-? 
tween them : and yet, even ^his cam-, 
'mon a^ of juftice and humanity is nqt 
Always performed ; though it cannot be 
'Withheld from them without the moft 
flagrant and glaring hnpi^ty. Thus for 
we are bound by the common ties of 
equity, whi^h Wflid ^^a^i to man, and 

yrithout 
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wltlioiit. wBicfe, ibciety indeed cimittt 
fubfiff. ' ' ^ 

But by giyiflg flfitO bur fcJHrahtei What 
is/i0 afid equaty the apoftle, tiiidoubf- 
edly,. impbed fomething nlbre than t^jb 
tfri^ performance of this mutual cdntraCL 
T*b juflice, we mulft add bentfvclettce 
alfo^ ^hofe ^o. ehtef into i ftate of 
icrvitude, ajre generally poor and defti-^ 
tute 5 they jiave no friends able to fup- 
port or proted them, arid, thttdfbre, 
have necourfe to a mafter : to Jriffl they 
fly, as to an afylum^ from tfiei iitjarfes 
and opprelTions of a crfitel world : they 
are driven, as it were, into this hftrboirt, 
by the fiorms and teiiip^fts of human 
life, whigh beat hard upon them^ aAd 
force them in for immediate fcefter ahd 
prefervation : we cantiot, thcrfefdrc, in 
fuch difVefsful circumftances, refufe our 
alfiftance to them; if they are faithful 
and diligent in the difcharge of their 

office. 
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pfficej, W9 are^ in fome meafure^ indebtect 
to them for their care and fidelity, 

Ip all civilized countries, as \yell as in 
Dur own, the fervanls of the public are 
taken care of by the public ^ thofe who 
have fpent their live? in the fervice of 
the ftate, and been ufeful to the com^ 
monweal in their youth, are' maintained 
jind fupported by it in their a^e. The 
^ame reafon fhould^ doubtlefs^ lipid good 
with regard tq the private fervic^ 6i in- 
dividuals } and we ar^ bound to pr^ferve 
^nd fupport thofe who have long faith^ 
fully difch^rged their duty to us. The 
fidelity, parefulnefs, • and fobriety of a 
good fervant, have often reftored tho^ 
fortunes whigh have been well nigh dif^ 
fipated by much nearer relations 5 and 
where onp hath performed that duty, 
whiph the other hath totally neglcded, 
^e is moll certainly entitled to the greater 
fcward, 

Bpt 



Majiers to Servants. ioj 

But, moreover, it often happens,: that 
thbfeare reduced to a Hate of penury 
'and fervitude, who have lived in cafe 
and aiffluence, and that fuch as have 
hecn long ufed to command, are forced 
to obey : thefej no doubt> both call for 
and deferve a more than ordinary tender* 
nefs,. and peculiar delicacy of behaviour 
towards them ; v^e ihould lay the bur- 
then of labour in fuch a manner, as to 
make them leaft fenfible of it, aiid, if 
we cannot raife them to what they were, 
we ihould degrade ourfclves, as it were, 
to what they have been : we all of us 
experience, fome time or other, how 
irkfome and difagrceable it is to be Tub- 
fervient to the will of others : when even 
'the rich and 'great, therefore, are forced 
to pay homa^ to their fuperiors, the 
uneafinefs which ihcy feel on the occa- 
fion, fhould be an ufeful leffon of in- 
ftrudion, and teach them to behave 
with humanity and*good nature towards 

thofe 
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thfofc beneath tbttn. Tfioie ii always 
a lively fenfilHlity which attends the iiU 
digent and mifia:able9 and toore csfpeoi^ 
ally thofe who have ieen better day^ 
wtteh awakens them to the quickeft r€> 
ieatttcnt i they are often JMlloi^s ef an 
if^nry where it ia not meant, and (biiak 
under the wound even before it it given. 
When hat^hty and imperioiis to^^criy 
therefore, behave with infoleiicei and 
fpeak with contempt of their fervanteis 
it is both nnjuft and inhuman, becau^ 
it is imputing that to them ^a erime,^ 
which ihould be pitied as a misforCune % 
and to reproach them for being unhappy 
is, in efied, to make ^em fo. Thje 
unmanly aad ungenerous treatment, of 
our inferiors is, doubtlefi^ the mark o£ e 
mmd, as weak as it muft be wicked:: 
for, to infult thofe who iannot return 
the infult, is cowardice ; and it is the 
height of foUy to triumph^ where there 
is no glory in the conquefl. 

Scrvi- 



Mafiers to^S«n»ants. iqff 

Servitude is, : furdy^ - by . H9 : incaitit 
eligible; it Bath :imferies and inconvc- 
niences fafficient^ even ifi/ it9 beft cofi^ 
^Hion} bow then can wc embitter th«t 
4ravigbt l^hich is already fo n^ufeous 
and unpalatable ? ihaU we not bave com* 
pftffion jon cnir fellQ(vr'-<n-eatiire9 ? fhall wc 
4i0t endeavcnir to make their jroib e^^ 
and tMr burthen light? A kind and ten- 
der behaviour to fervants will, above aH 
things, moft cnfure their fidelity, and 
endear us to them ; the foft voice of 
good^nature and afiability, will be heard 
much further by the car of gratitude, 
than the loud and tumultuous clamour 
0f pride and felf-fufficiency : it is not fo 
wXQc\i what mailers oblige their fervants 
to 4^^ as the manner in which they 
^ige them to do it ; it is not fo 
mvMth what they fpeak, as the manner 
in which it is fpoken, which, for the 
poft p^9 gives the greatefl joy or for- 
fpw : a harih and d)(agreeabl<^ method 

of 
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of cxprfcffing ourfclvcs, will make the 
enfieft talk feem burthenfome atid op- 
•prcflive ; whilft, on the other hand, he 
Who orders with lenity and mildnefs, is 
Obeyed with dheerfulnefs and alacrity^ 
and the command hath the air of a re- 
queft : thus, he who lays it, prcferves 
the power and authority of a mafter, and 
yet is ferved with all the zeal and affec- 
tion of a friend* 

But, as the fervant hath a right to 
fome degree of tenderncfs and indulgence, 
fo hath he, alfo, to pardon and for* 
givenefs. 

We are all of us liable to errors, both 
of judgment and of will ; if we exped 
to be pardoned for them ourfelves, we 
(hould alfo forgive thofe who commit 
them againfl us. Servants may err from 
Ignorance and inadvertency } they may 
even commit a fault, where they meant 
to perform a dutyj their ignorance, 

there^ 



Majicrs to Servants. 109 

thcrefwd, is to be paffed over, and their 
inadvertency cxcufed. Wc fhould re- 
member, when fervants offend, the cx-» 
ample of our Saviour and mafter Jefus 
Chriil: when his liftlefs and indolent 
difciples, carelefs of their mailer's ap«, 
proachingfate, and ^n contempt of his 
cxprefs command, fell afleep, with what 
humanity doth he chide, and with what 
tendernefs reprove them ! Could ye not 
watch with me^ fays he, one hour 9 But 
Jleep on^ and take your reji. They were 
without cxcufe, and he kindly puts one 
into their mouths : The fpirtty faid he, 
is willing J but the Jlejk is weak. Was 
not this the beft method to roufe their j 
attention, and alarm them to a prqper 
fcnfe of their duty ? could fervants re- 
fufe, after this, to live and die for fuch 
a Mafter? 

But beiides this tendernef$ and in- 
dulgence, this maintenance and protec- 
tion, this pardon ^nd fojrgia^enels, the 

fervant 
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icTTant ia entitled alfo^ 'from the pious 
and cbrifiian mafter, to his frequent iA^ 
vice and infbodion. 

Thofc who in their earlier year^ have 
been oppre&d by ^ant and penury^ are 
feldom bleft with the advantages of n 
good and liberal education ; their idea$ 
aie confined m a very narrow circle^ 
their miiids often bi^fTed towards evil^ \yf 
habit and cufiom^ and kept . ia, tot^l \%* 
norance and dar]ju^6» fiom the want d. 
opportunities to improve : a mafier^ there<* 
fore, if he hath leifure and capacity, 
ihould endeavour to open and ealighien 
them i he ihould t&ach them their duty^ 
both toward^ God and towards man ; 
inflrud them in that religion^ which he 
hin^iclf pro&ffeth % and e3q)bin thofe doc- 
trines by which he regulates Jiis own 
condud and behaviour. And that he 
may tiie better perform this important 
tafk^ his advice imift be flrengthened 
by his life, arid his pteoebpte ehfbrcted by 
• » his 
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ittS cxatoplc. It becoraeth all men, no 
doiibtt 9tul. above all mefn it becometh 
QhxiSki^tih tQ be cautious and prudent 
in their behaviour ; to attend the houfc 
ofGod^ an4 perform every a£tof piety 
and devotion, with that decency and 
fokmnity which they require; but, to 
the mafter of a family, thefe obligations 
are, every one of them, more cogent 
and more bindiiig. When a man bath 
caice taken upon him this imporfant 
office (for {q it is), the circle of his du-* 
ties is then enlarged, and extends itfelf 
on every jQde : it is then incumbent on 
hig;i, Co let no bad exampks, much lefs 
his own, infhience the lives and man- 
nerft ^ thofe he is placed over : he is 
the chief a^biating fpring which is to 
direifl the whole machine : he is the 
head, and when that is out of order, the 
niegftbera will no longei! perform their 
office, and all the fi:ame is in immediate 
daagttr of di£c£ution : he is to be a pat- 
tera tp them ia every word and work : 

he. 
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iic therefore, (hould be careful, that 
Bot a word pafs hiis lips, which is im^ 
modcft or profane, idle or ridiculous 5 
that not an adion be. attributed to him 
that is evil, left they call ip his wicked- 
nefs to countenance their folly, his au^ 
thority and example to give a fandioo 
to their guilt. 

When fervants fee their matters liv^ 
ing in a continued fcene of riot, madnefs 
and debauchery, in open contempt and 
defiance of God's laws, is it probable, 
that they themfelves fhould any longer 
pay the leaft regard to them ? will they 
give ear to thofe dodrincs which their 
matters contemn, that religion which 
they defpife, or that Redeemer which 
they ridicule and feoff at ? 

Nothing, I believe, hath fe much- 
tended to the corruption and depravity 
of the age we live in, as the bad exam- 
ples of the rich and great amongft us r - 

vipe 
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vice had, perhaps, as many followers in 
the days of our forefisithers as in our own, 
but then it muft be acknowledged, they 
did not enter fo publicly and openly into 
her fervice : the rich and powerful were 
at all times, and in all ages, licentious 
and extravagant y but they had the mo- 
defiy at leaft to avoid the appearance 
of it. 

What the dStOs of a condud di- 
redly oppofite to this muft inevitably be, 
we need not foretell; but certain it is, 
that the bad example of the great, hath 
fo far influenced their inferiors, that the 
follies, which once confined themfelves 
to courts and palaces, are to be fouhd 
even in the cottages of the poor, and the 
majority of fervants are almoft as vicious 
as their matters. 

Let thbfe who thus defpife the apof- 
tle's advice in the former part of my 
text, remember what he makes men- 

I tion 
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tibn xif in the latter; let theqi rt&t^ 
and know, that they dfo h(toe u mc^* 
ter m heaven: they who acknowledge 
none upon earth, will find one there i 
knowtitgy fays the apofik, that yt alfi 
itme^amajter in heaven. 

' Equality of circumiJance and con- 
dition, doth naturally, and of neceffity, 
produce fome degree of love and atten- 
tion: tfee lick' httv6 compaflicn for the 
jSck, tlid'Old haTd tendernefs for ths 
old,.': the .poor ihari' is .melted fay the 
tbari t£ indigence, and he, who hath 
any difireis or calamity: of his wn, lias 
geiMraUy ^ heart to fed for thb dii^reflbs 
a^ catammes of others. \ The fiirell 
method, therefore, of becoming ^jxiA^ 
hunitaine and tender tiiaAers to oor iee^ 
vants, is, to refled that wc jilib cere Jef^ 
vanis ourfelves; that we have all our 
aJlotted Jjorlions of toil and labdilr, <iur 
various fcr vices which we are ^lound to 
perforrftri that out fceha^ibor to thofe 

beneath 
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beqeath xjs, is amongft thofe ferviccsi 
and t}iat )t is, indeed, 119 inconfiderable 
part of our duty towawJs our great Lqrd 
and Matter t mth the fame meafure that 
wi? m^eirwth^l^. it,JhaH be meqfured to 
us ^ain. If we a.re kind an4 indulgent 
to our ferv^nts, God will be fo to usj 
if we pafs over their failings, exgufe 
their ignorance^ palliate their vifeaknefs, 
and piardon their inadvertencies, he alfo 
will riot be. etctpetn^ tg. mark y^hqn we 
do amifst he will confider our infirmi- 
ties^ , fprg^iye our follies, pity, aifiH and 
remove our ignorance. Bpt^ on the other 
h^nd^ \ye arq to remember, th^t if.wf 
ru^ve a jnaffer^ in heayep^ he is a xn^ilgf 
to puxiiik. a? well as to reward 1 jhat h^ 
is-npt like ea^thW ipafters, to be xvorr 
pof?d upon or deluded ^ th^t be will 
haye ijie fcrvice of the whole heart j 
no partial,, imperf^d^ infincerjs pbcdir 
eijce. bijt ^n abfolute. rea4y, yig.il^nt 
popipliapce with aU ];iis commands^ 
which are, not. cannot be like our own, 
/la harfl). 
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har(h, imprafticable, or unreafonable, but 
fuch as becomes an all-wife and gracious 
fovcreign to lay upon us. 

Having explained and illuftrated, 
therefore, the feveralduties of a mafler, 
recommended in the text, Fcannot con- 
clude, better, than in uniting' them all 
in a brief defcfiptioh pf 



A GOOD' MASTER. 



Trtic good mafter^ then, "is <irtlc * v^hb, 
as St. Paul fays,' gives unto his Jer-^ 
"bant that which' is jiiji and' equal: 
one, Who front & confcichtiou'S'rcgard to 
his;^duty, and in obedience to l^(p drvine 
Win, IS refolvcd to Hifchkrgc'ahdiFulfil 
them in, this, ^i& well as ieviEfry btliei^ 
particular^ one, who confidei;s .his Tcr- 
vant not, as many do, as a Bcm^ of ah 
inferior rank and fpecies, fprii' Info the 
world merely fo be fubfervient tp.'his 
commands, and born o^Iy to ''perform 

thesi,. 
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thero, and whom, thercfpre, he hath a 
right to treat as he thinks moft proper 
and convenient, but as a creature of the 
feme rank and dignity with himfclf, 
made after the fame divine image; as 
one who, though not fo confidcrable, is 
yet perhaps an equally ufeful member 
of fociety, to whom Providence hath ap- 
pointed an humbler flatk)n in this life; 
one, whom he hath entered into folemn 
contrail and agreement with, for the reci- 
procal preferyation of their mutual peace 
and happinefs; as fuch, therefore, he 
pays, with the utmoft flridlnefs and punc- 
tuality, whatever is due to him for his 
labour and fervitude. Bot moreover^ 
Mrhilfl he is engaged in this labour and 
icryice, the good mafter thinks it his 
indifpenfdble duty to fupport and pro- 
teiahim: he will not fuffer any other 
to exej'cife that power and authority over 
him, which he only hath a right to, 
much lefs to infult or opprefs him: 
the good mafter will now and then 

in- 
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indulge his fervant in (bmo remif^ 
fion and relaxation ^ he will ilacken, 
a little, the reins of gqvernmentj, loofen 
the bonds of fervitude, and make him 
as eafy and contented as his cpnditioQ 
will permit) if hp ofiends from igno-, 
tance, he will rather endeavour to re^ 
move than to refent it: if from inad-« 
vertency, he will pardon j if, even, froni 
the word of caufes, he will fometimes, 
jiay, even frequently, forgive him. Be- 
fidesthis, the good, that is, the confci- 
entious and pious mifler, will look upon 
himfelf bound, asa Chriftiaii, to guide, 
inftrud, and admonifh his fcrvants ; tq 
guide them by his wifdorti, to admoniifh 
them by his knowledge, to inftru6l 
them by his example : he will (heW that 
he is fit to rule over others by the com- 
mand which he hath of his own paifions, 
and kcfep the nobleft fuperiority over his 
fervantSj the fu,periority of virtue. 

LafHy, 
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Laftly, the good mafter will con- 
fidcr his fervants as fellow-creatures, and 
fcUow-fervants, and treat them as fuch, 
as brethren by adoptiony the fons of one 
common father, and joint inheritors of 
the kingdom of God; he will remem- 
ber, that he alfo hath a majier in hea- 
ven: he will confider, therefore, that as 
he ads towards his inferiors, God will 
ad towards him 5 that a day will come, 
when all muft be upon a level, and the 
fervant fhall be equal to his mafter j that 
in that day, if he hath behaved with 
tendernefs and humanity, he fhall meet 
and embrace him as a friend j and they 
fhall join like friends and brethren, in 
humble adoration of the great Lord, 
Creator, Father, ^nd Mafter of them 
both. 

T^^o whom, &c. 
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DUTY TO HUSBANDS. 

Ephes. V. 33. 

Let every one of you love his Wife evefi 
as himfelf and the Wife fee thatflie reve^ 
rence her Hujband. 

Having endeavoured to enforce 
and recomtoend the' icveral inferior 
duties of child and father, fervant and 
matter, I come now to confider the 
great parent root from whence thefe 
lH*anches originally proceed, the fountain 
and foundation of them, that clofe and 
intimate connexion which gives rife to 
all the reft, the duties of hufband and 
wife, thofc facred and indiffoluble ties, 

which 
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which conflitute the happincfs or mifcry 
of. tbe greateft part of the Chriflian 
world. 

It may not be amifs^ before I pro* 
cccd to the confideration of this fubjed, 
to remark, that piarriage is one of thofc 
things, which, however lightly it may 
be efteemed, or fpofeen of by the gay 
and diflblute, is, notwithflanding, a 
inatjter of the utmoft confequence and 
importance, a9 the welfare of fociety in 
general, together with the cafe and 
happinefs of individuals, doth in a 
great meafuro depend upon it : I can- 
not, therefore, but be of opinion, 
that the unbounded freedpDa of fpeech, 
the unwearied endeavours of Ijcenfed 
ridicule, with which it is fo familiarly 
and fo univerfally treated, hath, greatly 
contributed to the frequent contempt of 
this duty on each fide, and the no left 
frequent violation of it of late years fo 
vifible amongft us. Let u$ endeavour, 

then. 
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then, to refcue it from the hands of li* 
bcrtincs, and the mouth of the fcoffen 
And to this end I propofe to point out 
to you, the feveral parts olF this reciprocdl 
duty, and to rccomniend thofc virtues 
which are riiore immediately neccflary 
towards the performance of it;. 

Let every trie of youji'dys St. Paul, 
fo love his wife even as himfelfy and the 
mfe fee that Jhe reverence her hufband. 

Under the two leading and effential 
points, which are here mentioned by 
the holy apoftle, we may fairly com- 
prehend all thofe duties that are re- 
quifite to make the marriage ftate eafy 
arid happy : love and affedion will na- 
turally prodlice tendernefs and fidelity j 
and reverenc6 will as conftaritly and in- 
variably be attended with humility, pru- 
dence and devotion^ and wherever thefe 
unite, they cannot fail to conftitute mu- 
tual and lading felicity. 

As 
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. A$ in the preceding 4i^eo\|rfes I have 
b^gliQ withtij^ inferior dyitj^l fljajl pW'? 
oe^d ia the fame manper wHh rqg^nd tp 
Ijjie fuhj^dt \iB4er our prefeot coniider^ n 
tion^ and endeavour to point oiit to you, 
wherein th^ d.iJty of ^ wife tp her huf* 
band doth pripcipaUy coRlJi?^. .- 

^: The wife, then, Ibopld \?c faithful and 
cpniUat,; hwmhle ^n4: obedient, prudent 
anddiicreet, tender aqd Ifiod^ a^^c^nate 
and pious. 

The ioTpreign virtue rqqijifite in thf? 
qwrried ft^te, is Fidelity, without which 
it cannot fuWifl : no perfedions or qua-. 
Uties whatever can ^ke amends for 
the want pf it; no excuf^s whateyef 
can be admitted tp palliate the leaft de-^ 
parture from it; both partie3 are bou^d 
in the moiJ folemn nvanner,, to niainr 
tain and prefervc it iuviplable, and th<5 

iufringement of it will reader tl?enj ob- 

* * ... 

noxiops 
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^c»iou$ tb the f efcntmcnt both of God 
and man : the neceffity is, in truth, fij 
fclf-evident; that I fliall dwell no furAct^ 
(m it at prefent, than to obiervei that thrf 
neglect of it on the part of the wife, i* 
always attendedVith more fatal and^de* 
ftnitaive confeqnenccs than on thei^ffcitt 
of the huflbarid ; becaufe, ihc ^is'^ftie* 
guardian of his honour as* well ^s Ber 
own 3 bccaufb, he fuiSfefs for lid^^gtifl^^ 
and IS ptini(hcd for her iniquity* * ^ 

A virtuous woman^ fays Solomaay! // ir 
trown to her hujhandj hutjhe ihm tnakeffi'Mnt * 
d/karAedj is ^ rottenttefs' in his bdries. -ft 
is to be hoped, that in a Chriftian Coun- 
try, there are not many infiances to be 
found of conjugal falfehood and iiifiddtty. 
Ilhall nbt at prefent, therefore, dwdil oh' 
this point, but proceed to that mdBt- iie- 
ceflary and elferitial duty of a wife, o^-« 
dienee. * . 

Society, 
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Society^ we know, cannot poffibiy 
inbfift withont fubordination : fkates and 
kii^doins can never Bonrifh or increafe^ 
nnleis feme prefide at tbe helm, to guide 
and dire^ whilft othas fdlow and obey ^ 
without a bead the members cannot per*^ 
fiurm thoir offices : without fome ruling 
hand, invefied.with power and authority 
to. govern, puni(h or reward, there can be 
nothing but anarchy and confufion ; and 
the fame.is equally neceflkry, in all prir 
vate connections: fuperior power muft 
be lodged in one hand, and the only 
doubt that can arife, if any. doubt there 
be, is, to whom that power doth of right, 
belong. 

The words of the apoftle with regaid 
to ,this, are very plain and explicit. 
Xhe hujbandy fays he, is the head (f the 
wife. Man was not of the womany but the 
woman of the man. Priority of birth, at, 
their original formation, feeming to im- 

ply 
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ply and point but th^ prec«clcney : but 
there is withal a reafon which carriei 
with it the higheft coiividlon, add that 
is the vi(HDlftfup«tiority ttf 6n* fexdVe^ 
(he oth^r^ fb manifefi in the abilities 
)x>th of mind and bbdy. 

Agreeable to the dilates of rtiai 
fori in this refpe£t, as indeed in all 
othfefs, are the di<Sfaitcs ' of religion; 
Obedietice of wives is the cbmrnattdTiieni: 
ofGodhimftlfj th^ ddfife Jhalt he to ih^ 
hu/bmdy %s he 5 hi Jutll tuk &uetihi€\ ^ 
Halves fuhmity6ttifdive!fy fays Stii Paul, » 
your hujbandsy as unto ihe t^drii that Ji^ 
be affured that duty towards your huf- 
band is part of your duty towards God ^ 
that when you love the one, you pljeiajfe 
the other j when ybti diibbey the one, 
you offend the other : you are bound t6 
obedience not only by the promife made 
to your hufband, but by a flill more fo- 
lemn engagement, by a promife lAadi 
to the Almighty. God is not only a 

K witnflGi 
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witncfs of the contract, but a part of it j 
lie hath claim to 9 (hare in every con- 
liedion, duty^ and relation, we enter 
into: the hufband cannot releafe the 
wife, nor the wife the hufband 5 the 
fervant his mailer, nor the mafler his 
fervant ; the father the fon, nor the fon 
his father from the punctual difcharge of 
them, without his divine confent and 
approbation : and though in regard to 
individuals, it may, fo happen, that th<» 
dired cpntrary to what hath been ad- 
vanced miy be indifputftbly true, no ar- 
gument can thence be drawn againft the 
general concli;ifion* 

The fon may, and frequently hath, a 
larger pqrtion of parts and underftanding 
than his father, and fervants better gc* 
alius, fenfe and capacity than their maf- 
:ters ; and yet it muft be acknowledged, 
that this, in either cafe, would be a poor 
plea for their rebellion and difobedi- 
ence. 

Half 
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. Half the miferies of mankind arifc 
from pride and felf-lovc \ from that vaia 
conceit we are fo apt to entertain of our- 
felveaj ahd of our own abilities. 

The good and prudent wife, who is 
iati'sfied of that natjiral fuperiority 
of man, which I have juft now men- 
tioned, will confidcr, that in cafes of 
importance^ the hufband's knowledge 
and experience fliould make him a bet- 
ter judge than her j and therefore fhc 
fhould fubmit, and in matters bf little 
or no confequence it is ifurely fcarcc 
worth while to difpute about them. If 
difputes however do arife, mutual good 
nature and coudefcenfion will prevent 
acrimony,, bitternefs and linger. Let 
the end propofed therefore in all ba 
truth, and. not vidiory, and the defire 
of both to convince,, and hot to coa- 
quer; 

fc a To 
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To obedience therefore fhould alfo be 
tdded quietnefs and humility. The 
virtues of a \^otilan were not meant to 
glare in the dazzling Inftte of public bu- 
iinefs^ but are caft as it were into the 
ffiades of life, in the rtifld majefty of pri- 
vate, focial, domeftic happinefs. 

Let wmen adorn themfelves^ fays Sf. 
Faul, in modeft apparel^ mthjhame-faced^ 
Hefsandji^iety^ not moithbrotdered hair ^ or 
^Idy or pearls y or cojit^ array ; for Ifuffler 
mt a woman to teach nor to ufurp author 
Hty over the many but to be in f knee. Si- 
Itnce indeed is fbr the mofl part apter to 
jierfuade than argument ^ when the ftbrm 
rtieets with refiftance, it is generally the 
iftdfk violent; and the tender plant 
'^^ich bends beneath the bfaft, is much 
J^ffer ihan the lofty oak which feems to 
defy^ it' After all, it is the Wife's in-* 
tereft as well as duty, to be in fubje(2ioii 
to her hulband ; becaufe flie who mofl 

eafily 
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cafily _^ complies with his wiJI, isj^ for 
the moft part, indijlged in her own 5 and^ 
fhe hath the m^ frequent opportunities 
to command, who is moll ready au^ 
mofl willing to obey. A meek and quiet 
fpirit^ we know, is with Gpd gf the 
higheft value- It piay indeed happen^ 
and frequently doth, that this meek and 
quiet fpirit fhall but provoke e uiorofp 
and furly tenoper to greater infults j aQ4 ' 
that the coward who finds no refiftance, 
will repeat the blow. BuJt to thofq 
notwithftanding, who have humility^ 
there is this .confolation flill behind^ 
that however man may dcfpifc the jewel, 
God who knows its value will hold it of 
great price. A thoufand teftimonies of 
conjugal fidelity, love, tendernefs, af- 
fedion, and forgivenefs may efcape the 
eye of ja vicious or of an indifferent 
hufband, unknown and unregarded; 
but that eye which feeth and knoweth 
all things will obferve them : and what 
is ftill more to be wiihed and defired^ 

wc 
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wc may be certain, that wherever hp 
fees virtue, he muft approve it ; and 
wherever he approves, he is fure to re- 
ward. 

Proceed wc^ thep to the next cflcn- 
tial quality of a good wife, DISCRE- 
TION. Conquefts acquired by force, 
are majntained by policy; and the 
hearts which love hath fubdued, muft 
be preferved by prudence \ the do- 
minion of youth And beauty is arbitrary 
and defpotic, but like other tyrannies, 
fcldom of any long duration. Prudence 
therefore^ that faithful roinifter, muft b^ 
called in to (pbdue the rebel paffions, 
maintain a due balance and proportion, 
^nd keep the fovereign on the throne. 
Whilft tender years and inexperience 
palliate eveFjr error, and excufe every 
inadvertency, prudence is not perhaps 
fo immediately neceffary ; but when 
women have paft that favourable, indul- 
gfcnt fe&fon, and have entered into a (i- 
^ tuation 
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tuation which calls for the excrcife of 
this virtue every hour, it then becomes 
abfolutely and really indifpenfable 5 and 
the want of it is as inexcufable at 
it is fatal and deftruftive j and yet, 1 
know hot how it is, but almoft every 
other virtue is more frequently to be 
met with. At that time of life when 
we moft ftand in need of it, it is feldom 
feen^ and doth not make its appearance 
till it can be of little fervice to us : To 
wives, we know, it often comes when 
its powers are languid and ineffedtual ; 
the affedion of the hulband is already 
eflranged by infidelity, changed by in* 
difference, or decayed by ingratitude ; dit 
cretion Reps in at laft to regain it ^ like 
an able phyfician, it is not called till the 
hfl gafp, when it is much too late to 
fave the patients 

Nothing is in reality fo unfuitabte 
to the dignity, fo unbecoming the cha- 
racter of a good and virtuous wife, as 

that 
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that indifcrcct c^ireleffnefs and levity of 
behaviour which has of late^ years crept 
m amongfl us. The tafie of pleafure and 
diverdons is grown fo univerfal, that fa- 
inily duties, and family decency and de- 
corum alfo, arc greatly neglcded. The 
old and tbp yoyng, the married and the 
finglc, are fo blended together in the ge- 
Xicral mafs of folly ; the carriage, maur 
^ers, and behaviour of all are fo equally 
gay and diflblute, that they fet the ex- 
amples of yice, whofc duty it is to keep 
others from it ^ and fcarce any thing i% 
left to diftinguifh the matron from he^* 
daughter, but the wrinkles which fbe 
eannot hide, and the yprs which fhe 
cannot conceal. 

When one fey th^s foj:get ftatioKH, 
Tank, and circumflance, can we be fur- 
prifed to find the other unwilling to re- 
me43iber it ? When women no longer 
behave tbemfelves a^s wives, do they 
dl^fire, or cao they exped to be treated 

as 
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as fuch ? whilft there is a defire in every 
gel^ure, word and adiipn, to pleafp all in^ 
difcriminately, can we fuppofe there is 9l 
ftrong or powerful attachment to ^ny 
individual? Let thofe, therefore^ whq 
follow a giddy, thoughtlefs muItitudCfli 
through the perpetual round of ^Ihioa*? 
able fpUies, remember, that acn^femetKt 
js no longer innocent when it interfere^ 
with duty j that example can only cqhxi^ 
tenance that guilt which it doth not ci^ 
tenuatc 5 and that public pleafure is dearty 
bought which is purchafcd at the ex- 
pence of private happinefs^. 

Women as well as men ' are bound 
by the religion of Chrift, not only tQ 
avoid vice, but the appearance of it; 
not only to be virtuous, but to feem fo : 
befides that, their reputation is bf fa 
Render a nature, that it is not always in 
the power ^yen of innocence ifcfclf to 
preferve it. Thofe who h^ve only been 

care- 
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carelefs^ are generally cenfured as guilty^ 
and calumny will often punifh for crimes 
which have never been committed. There 
is a great degree of imprudence, there- 
fore, in laying ourfelves open to fufpi- 
cion : fhe, who is fo indifferent as to 
afie£t folly, is in great danger of fal- 
ling a facrifice to it ; and the wife who 
is very vicious in appearance, doth not 
deferve much lefs blame than her who is 
fo in reality. The truly good and vir- 
tiious wife, will confider the honour 
of her hu(band as a precious jewel en- 
truded to her care, which it is her duty 
to preferve free from every fpot or ble- 
ftiith that might diminifh its luftre or 
impair its beauty. 

The beft prefer vat ive of female ho- 
nour, therefore, is female delicacy : mo- 
defty is the hand-maid of virtue, ap- 
pointed to tend,^^ to drefs, and ferve her ; 
it is, as it were, a kind of armour, 

which 
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jvhich the fcx ihould always bear, both 
jto adorn and to defend them ^ and, when 
that is laid afide, they arc neither beau- 
tiful nor fafe. 

There was a time when the referv* 
ednefs and modefty of women exempted 
them from many confiderable privileges 
which they now enjoys when that un- 
bounded freedom of converfe, which the 
prefent age allows, was held inconfiftent 
with female delicacy 5 when not the gay 
companion, nor the lively vifitant, but 
the good and prudent wife, were efteem- 
cd the beft of charaders : it would be- 
come thofe, who have introduced and 
encouraged, this change of manners, to 
confider, whether the pleafures have not 
interfered with the bufinefs, and the du- 
ties of life been facrificed to the imper- 
tinencies of it ; whether the matrons of 
former ages vyere not, at leaft, as modeft, 
jf not fo well bred, as thofe who come 

after 
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after them ; and whether, what the fex 
hath gained in pplitenefs, it hath not loft 
in virtue. There is (if I may be allowed 
the expreflion) a fex of foul, as well as 
body, and the diftindion is as vifible in 
the ooe as in the other. The female 
mind, a$ well as form, is naturally more 
foft and delicate ; the fpirits more brifk 
and volatile; the heart more immedi- 
ately fufceptible of pain or pleafure than 
our own: as their frame can boaft of 
finer harmony, fymmetry and propor^ 
tion, though of lefs ilrength, firmncfs 
and adivity; in the fame manner, the 
fentimcnts of the fofter fex abound in a 
peculiar tendernefs, delicacy, and viva- 
city : if they are not folid, they arc re- 
fined ; if they are riot corre^, they are 
lively i if they are not juft and ferious, 
they are natural and cheerful j to each 
is imparted, by the providence of 
God, that which the other ftands in 
need of: man was born to govern, to 

guard 
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guard and prote(f!i j women to obey, to 
pleafe, and to reward. When men, 
therefore, fink into lloth and effemi* 
nacy, and women affume a mafcuh'ne 
boldnefs and audacity, they are ading 
contrary to the defigns of natufe, and 
of God ; and can never be the ob- 
jeils of effeem or approbation, much 
Ms of love or affedion. Whilft, like 
neighbouring monarch^, they are careful 
to remain in their own territories, and 
do not encroach on each other^s borders, 
they will be refpefled as lawful fove- 
reigns: but when, like ufurpers, they 
invade the rights and privileges of each 
other, they will be treated as fuch 5 and 
whilft they are employed in the conqueft 
of kingdoms which do not belong to 
them, will be deprived of their own. 

Pafs we on, then, to that beft ce- 
ment of domeftic happinefs, mutual for- 
bearance and complacency 5 and theife 

perhaps. 
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perhaps, like conftancy and fidelity^ are^ 
in fome meafure,, more neceffary on the 
part of the wife, than of the hufband, 

. Thofe who have the management 
and diredion of affairs, whatever fta- 
tion, bufinefs or profeffion they are en- 
gaged in, muft meet with various crofles, 
misfortunes and difappointments : the 
ways of this hfe are, at heft, but rugged 
and uneven y briars and thorns fpring up 
on every fide of us ^ and, even the moll 
flowery and delightful paths are full of 
danger; man, therefore, as moft able, 
is appointed to perform the journey. 
The greateft part of the world are forced 
to gain their living by the fweat of thefr 
brow : the toil and labour of providing 
for his houfehold, of acquiring what is 
neceflary and convenient, falls to the 
lot of the induftrious hulband. . Too 
well we know, that in an evil and cor- 
rupt world, the beft intentions, and the 
moft honeft endeavours of the beft men 

may 
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may be fruftrated ^ loiTes, vexations and 
troubles are perpetually arifing : fuch 
accidents, and fuch we are every day lia- 
ble to, will foi»r the fweeteft difpofitions, 
throw a glow over the cheeifulleft face, 
and fill the firtneft heart with anguifh 
and difquietude. How then, is the good 
and virtuous wife, the partner of his joys 
and forrows, to behave in the hour of 
diflrefs ? Is fhe to reproach his melan« 
choly, to inflame his paflion, to embit- 
ter his difquietude ? Or, is flie, on the 
other hand, to endeavour to calm his 
forrows and foothe his afilidion, to con* 
fider the wounds of adverfity which pain 
him as received in her fcrvicc, the dif- 
quietude which he feels, endured for her 
fake ? Is fhe not to give way to that pe- 
tulancy or anger which appears in him ? 
to efteem it not as the natural inmate of 
his breafl, but as an importunate, intrud- 
ing flranger, brought thither by misfor- 
tunes and difappointments ? The greater, 
therefore, his forrows are, the greater 

fhould 
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fhould be her care to remove them ; her 
tcnderoefs (faould increafe in proportion 
to his difquietude, her forbearance to his 
warmth, her complacency to his uneaii* 
nefs : her fmiles are to make amends for 
the frowns of the wdrWj and her lovd 
and kindnefs to compenfate for its hatred 
and ingratitude. 

Bat, all thofe branches of conjugal 
duty, which are above enumerated, muA 
proceed from that great Iburce of happi-- 
nefs, true and genuine Affediion. Love, 
as I obferved to you in a preceding dif- 
courfe, is the adlive, enlivening, invigorat- 
ing principle, which mufl fet in motion 
the whole circle of relative duties j with- 
out this, neither child nor father, fervant 
nor matter, can acquit themfelves well 
and faithfully, in the difchargc of their 
duty : but, if in them it is requifite, iii 
that which is now before us, it is indif- 
penfable: in them it muft prefide and 

diredj 
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dircd ; but in this, >t muft itfclf operate 
conftanlly, fteadily and invariably. But 
if ofiten happens, that indifSitence holds 
the place of ajBfedion ; and that thofe, 
who fhould be mofi folicitous about each 
other's welfare and happinefs, are moil 
carelefs of it : a flate fo undefirable, is 
an emblem^ of that natural deep we io 
-often experience, when the foul of man 
is benumbed and Ijlupified^ when nature 
performs her office and operations^ with 
'heaviiiefs artd rcludance, Inftead of 
being ftirprifedj therefore, that fo many 
are unhappy, it fhould rather raife our 
admiration to find fo few. When we 
tefled on the incdnflderable nuthber of 
thole who are joined by love and affec- 
tion; when we confider, that half the 
•world are united by ambition, pride, 
. felf-intereft, forte or artifice, how is it 
poflible they fhould be blcfl? Shall we 
not rather wonder to fee the chain fb 
durable as^ it is, when the links whidi 

L compoie 



. ?flWPp/<? it ^r^ of^ fo vreak ; ^ nature \ 
Ft^mtjifiiyai^t ftf^ ,oj?: &om th^lofs of 
.»^4ii9«illl?«^.^l}thpf9. pares a»4 jea- 
kmfies, $,11 thofe .uovhlep Rnd*a\iiiofi- 
ti^> which break the baods of nuptial 
h«F[nQRy, and poifoxk the fountain of 
4op[icftic happincfs: Without this, in- 
deed, fidelity hath no proper fuppojt.to 
rei^ ijUelf dJd^ prudence, no end to. pro^ 
mpjtey tenderpefs and complacency np 
&bje^ to:.e(pploy themfelves in the fer- 
i?ice of y : 'whereas, oji r the pthe? hand, 
y^hefo thi3 is, fcarice any thing elfe can 
Ije wanted : it ioxproves the charms pf 
h^a^ty vhere it is, ai^ fiipplies the place 
where it is not j it ooxntpands refpe^ and 
obedience frpjp theobftinate and perverfe, 
ponftancy from the mqii incpnft^nt, dif- 
eretion ftpm the mpft i|\difcrcet; it po- 
liihe^ the. indielicate, ibftens the rude, 
bumbles the proud 2\nd hj^ughty ^ it adds, 
in (hort, to the. blpom of youth, health 
and pkftty; ap4 gives vigour, joy and 

pleafure, 
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pleafure, even to old age, fickncfs and 
ad vcrfity. 

But Ia%: 
The good wife (bould he pious 5 

Religion is the great bond which links 
together, and unites every virtue : piety 
wall ierifure fidelity, enforce obedience, 
encourage prudence, increafe tenderhefsi 
and double afFedion. When the duty 
to a huiBand is confidered. as it ought 
to be confidered, as a duty to God alfo, 
then, and then only, will it be duly 
and pundually performed : (he, indeed, 
can never be a good wife, who is not a 
good Chriftiaii. It is not to be expeQ- 
ed, that (he who pays no deference or 
f cfpedl to her Creator and her God, will 
obey her lord and hufband 5 or thatt (he 
win ever fubmit herfelf to human ordi- 
nances, who'negleds the divine: whilft, 
on the other hand, (be who is pious and 
rcligioosi will at the Hrxib time th^ (he 
L a is 
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is making hcrfelf amiable in the fight 6f 
man, recommend herfelf to the favour 
and protedion of God. If her hufband is 
infcnfible of her afFcdiion, God will not 
be fo-, if he forgettcth, God will rie- 
member ; if he is ungrateful, God will 
reward her. 

To fum up all, therefore, as I did in 
the preceding duties, in the character of 

A QOOD WIFE. 

The gooJ ivrfe theli, is one, who ever 
mindful of the folemn cohtraid which 
(he hath entered into, is flridly and 
confcientioufly virtuoils, conftaht, and 
faithful to her hufband ; chafle, pure, 
and unblemiftied ill every thought, word 
and deed : (he is humble and inodeft 
from reafon and Convidionj fubraiffivc 
from choice, and obedient from incli- 
nation : what (he acqiiires by love and 
tendernefs, (he prefdrves by prudence 

aad 
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and difcretion: fhe makes it her bufi- 
Hefs to ferve, and her pleafure to oblige 
her hufband; as confcious, that every 
thing which promotes his happinefs^ 
muft, in the end, contribute to her own ^ 
her tendernefs reHeyes his cares, her 
affedion foftens his difirefs, her good 
humour and complacency leiTen and fub- 
due his afflictions : Jhe opemth her mouthy 
as Solomon fays, with wifdonii and in 
her tmgue is the law of-^indnejs: Jhe 
lookeih well to the ways of her husband^ 
and eateth not the bread of idlenefs : her 
children rife up and call her blejfedi her ' 
husband alfoy and heprtiifeth her. Laflly, 
as a good and pious Chriftian, fhe looks 
up with an eye of gratitude to the great 
Difpenfer and Difpofer of all things, to 
the huiband of the widow, and father of 
the fatherlefs, intreating his divine favour 
and affiftance in this and every other 
moral and religious duty ; well fatisfied, - 
that if fhe duly and pundually difcharges 
h^r feveral offices and relations in this 

life. 
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life, (he /hall be blfeffed and rewarded for 
Itinadothfcr, 

To conclude, therefore, in the words 
of Solomon, addrefled to the good and 
virtuous wife: Favour is deceitful^ and 
beauty is vain j but a woman that feareth 
the Lord^ Jhejhall bepraijed. 

Fear not^ for thou Jhalt not be q/kamed^ 
neither be thou confounded ^ for thy Maker 
is ifff husband^ the Lord of Hojis is 

his name ^ 

y» •. . . 

Now to God the Father;! &c. 
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DUTY' TO WIVES. 

Ephes. V. 33- 

Let every one of you love his wife even 
as himfelf. 

1 HE gracious providence of God, 
which IS always anxious for our 
welfare, and folicitous for our prcfer- 
vation, hath ordained that all thofe ties 
and relations in human life, which con- 
ftitute part of our duty, fhould likewife 
tend to our intereft and happinefs ; and 
that the fame love and afFedion, which 
make us agreeable to each other, fhould^ 
at the fame time, render us amiable in 
the fight of God: and amongft thefc 

there 
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there h not perhaps any which fcetns to 
demand our gratitude in a ftrongcr man- 
ner, than that^ rational and intimate 
connedion which is now before us ; the 
connexion of roan and wife : an infti- 
tution, which fo vifibly carries with it 
the mark of divine approbatid^di, .and is 
dignified by the fandion of the Moil 
High. It is indeed amongft thofe pri- 
vileges which ieem moft peculiarly to 
diftinguifh man from the inferior parts 
of the creation; whilft brutes indulge 
themfelves in the unreftrained freedom 
of fcnfual appetitp, and fatisfy their kills 
and deiires without delicacy or difiiBo* 
tion, man m^kes ufe of his reafon to 
dircd hi& choiccj to fix it .on £bme £si- 
vouritc individual, there to confine ^U 
his cares, and <:enter all his af&dion^ and. 
they tway as the fcripturc expreileth it, 
become one Jlejh. 



Having 
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Having already therefore treated on 
the duty of wives to hirfbands, I pro- 
ceed now to confider that reciprocal love, 
regard, and efteem, which are due from 
the hufband to the wife. 

Let every one of you ^ fays the apoflle, 
fo love his wife even as himfelf 

Under the general term of love, we 
may, I think, comprehend the follow- 
ing ncceffary and effential branches t)f 
this important duty ; namely, regard and 
affedtion, conftancy and fidelity, tender- 
nefs and delicacy, prudence and difcre- 
tion, good-nature and indulgence, cafe 
and protedion, induflry and fobriety, 
piety and virtue. 

Love, as I took occafion to obferve 
to you, is the great corner flone, on 
which muft always be raifed the foun- 
dation of domeftic happinefs 3 to form 

this 
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thift attachment therefore^ it is firft and 
above all things neceflary, thjit a par- 
tial affedion be contraded towards the 
perfon ; and as this mufl depend in a 
great meafure on external appearance^ the 
gracious providence of God hath fo or- 
dained, that the opinions and tafies; of 
inen^ with regard to outward forms, fhould 
be as various as the forms themfelves ; 
what flrikes one with the idea of beauty 
may (hock another by an appearance of 
deformity : thus doth imagination in this 
cafe fupply the place of truth and reafon, 
and even the deception of our fenfes 
contribute to the enjoyment of them. 
The fame beneficent power> which pro- 
duced order out of chaos, and which 
commands the jarring elements to bring 
forth harmony, hath alfo from the various 
inclinations of difFerent minds, and the 
wayward decifions of arbitrary fancy, 
contrived to promote the general and 
ttniverfal happinefs. 

It 
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It muft be confefled, that, in the 
choice of many, too great a regard is 
paid to external appearances ^ the luilrc 
of beauty is apt to dazzle, and the 
fprightliftcfs of wit is apt to betray j 
men for the moft part are fuch poor 
architeds as to build the ftrudure of 
domeftic happinefs on a very weak and 
tottering foundation, when the pillars 
which arc to fupport it, muft of courfe 
moulder and decay ; it is a houfe built 
upon the fand, the vs^ves of jealoufy 
and anger break in upon it, the ftorms 
of ficktiefs and of age beat upon that 
houie, and it falls. Lafting material 
ihould doubllefs be fought for, where 
lafting happinefs is propofed j qualities 
and perfedions, not glaring but ufeful, 
not fhining but folid, fUch as are calcu-* 
lated not merely to adorn and beautify, 
but to ftrcngthen and enrich the edifice; 



A partial 
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A partial and ftrong attachBaent there- 
fore to the form and manners, an aifec- 
tionatc cftccm of the qualities and dif- 
pofition of the woman, is abfolutely and 
indifpenfably neceffary to conjugal felt- 
city : both parties, therefore, I cannot 
but think, have in this point an indtf- 
putable right to judge for themfelves^ 
and where they do not, we find by con- 
ftant experience^ there rtno Itfling feli- 
city j nothing indeed cafib be more un- 
Teafonable than the arbitirary commands 
and interpofitioQ of parental authority in 
this refpedl 5 thofi vfhomQod hath Joined 
hi no man put afutfder \ .and the com- 
mand when reverfed, is perhaps equally 
binding, thofe whom Qdd hath put 
afunder let no man join ; let none pre- 
tend to unite thcjfe whom different paf- 
fions, fentimente, tempbrs, and Incli- 
nations feem, by nature, defigncd to 
feparate frcm each other. 



From 



Hujbands to Wives. 1 59 

FrcMaci; this partial affedion to the per- 
ion pfijc^s, a^d from that alone can 
proQeQ$}^ the next great a^ eflential 
yiiXxxt. ift: tbe hufband, fidelity : the want 
of thi» doth indeed naturally drfunite 
th^ bonds of wedlock, and utterly inca- 
pacitate both fro© the leaft enjoyment 
of inwtu^l happinefs, and yet how many 
amongft us are unpardonably carelefs, 
and guilty in this inaportant article ! 
• * 

Infidelity on .the part of the hufband, 
is indeed grown io univerfal, that its 
oppofite virtue is almoft out of counte- 
nance ; it is treated as venial by one 
fex, and fubmitted to as unavoidable by 
the other 5 the world is fo complaifant 
as to ftyle it gallantry, and becaufe it is 
known to be faihianable, it is not con- 
demned as unlawful : thus vice is pal- 
liated with the name of error, and that 
which is in reality the higheft difgrace, 
to our nature, is confidcred as an orna- 
ment 
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ment of it. Cufiom hath, I know not 
bow, given a kind o( fandion to it on. 
one fide, and at the fame time con* 
demned it on the other ^ as if God had, 
like roan, made his laws with partiality 
and injuAice, and that the feventh com* 
mandment were enjoined only againft the 
weaker veflel ; but let thofe who thus 
miferabiy deceive themfelves remember, 
that the fame folemn contra£l . hath en^. 
gaged both : that if they negledl the obli- 
gation, and fpurn at the command, it is 
not the injured wife alone who will refent 
the infringement of it : good men will 
confider it as an outrage againft virtue 
here ; and God will affuredly piinifh it as 
fuch hereafter 

Bbt to affcdion and fideh'ty, the good 
hufband muft alfo add tendernefs and 
delicacy. It is the good*natare and 
complacency of the hoft, which makes 
the pleafure of the gueft ; and in the 

manner 
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fiianner >i£ cowferrmg a favour, there is 
^mdft as mvch, :tnerit m in the is^ftow* 
ing it. Thi? buflband, therefore, fe to 
confider not How much, but to whom he 
gives i not what he fpeafes only^ but to 
^om it isipbkf!!!'-, i^ his behaviour to 
Mb v^if^ ^he ^eapft <mrft Teem to iblkm 
the hand, and the mipd to direS t)he 
tongue J he (hould fuit that delicacy 
v^k^ >h* wbiild i(2*lfc^^ and inaitate tliat 
ddgatibe Wl»ch he "ii^duld plea^. To a 
"^i^j raere civility is »ccildneis, and mere 
eoH)pIai&nce is indilB^nce 9 to her a 
tnofre ie^prbffiNne *kindiiefk ihottid add a 
grace to ^Very worS, *ftd a fiactiliar ten- 
derneft^diffiife ittelf ovet cvwy^dfioa. It 
is, - indeed, thfe 'befaavionr aldne^ which 
eam ^^i6ik^ ^nd ttmpct the radenefs of 
AlU^b^e £tverity, and give a poH(h to 
ilteeir^tigher manners of one half of man- 
kind^ it is dvis tender commerce, and 
tWs deJkate «)ittie(aion, which throws 
a iuftre ovfer the cohverfation of the 
M civilized 
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civilized world, and conftitutes, in a 
great meafurc, the moft elegant and re- 
fined pleafures of human^lifb*- 

But further : 

To love, fidelity and tendernefs, tl^e 
hufband mufl likewife add, prudence and 
difcretion. 

Half the miferies and difquietudes, 
half the interruptions of conjugal peace 
and domeflic felicity, arife from defires 
too ardent, and hopes too fanguirie \ both 
parties, at their firft entrance into the 
nuptial flale, cfpecially in youth, arc 
apt to form to themfelves ideas very in- 
adequate and difproportioned to the con- 
dition of human life ; to entertain delu-- 
five notions of a romanitic and yifionary 
paradife, where the earth is cloathed 
with perpetual verdurje, thcflciwers never 
fade, and the fruits are. immortal.; bqt 
when, inftead of this, they, begin, . per-, 

haps 
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haps in a (hort time, to feel the thorns 
fpringing up under their feet, when they 
perceive the fruits to wither, and the 
verdure to decay, they are filled with 
unreaibnable wonder and aflonifhment ; 
they had accuftomed themfclves to look 
for nothing lefsthan uninterrupted health, 
conftant fuccefs, invariable harmony and 
affedion ; they fufFer, therefore, not fo 
much from the evil which they have, 
as from the want of that which they have 
not. At the beginning of the voyage, 
the fky is generally clear, the waters 
calm ^nd unruffled j but, to conclude 
from thence, that we are to fail through 
life, without florm or tempeft, is, to 
the laft degree, abfurd and unreafonable* 
It is the duty and the intereft of both 
therefore, and efpecially of him who 
fits at the helm, to prepare againft the 
worft, to fleer the vefl!cl with all pofli^ 
ble care and diligenqe, and condud it 
fafely into the harbour of peace jmd 
felicity- 

M 2 Pro- 
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Proceed wc then to another necef^ 
fary branch of the hufbartd's dttty, good- 
nature and indulgence. In a wbtld Fo 
fuU of mifcries and misfortunes, errors 
and inadvertencies, paffiofts and follitt, 
differences both in opinion a*rd pridicb 
rtuft arife, where the connexion is clofe 
attd intimate; mutual coitiplattncy attd 
fbtbearan^, iherefote, ate abfolutdy and 
indiipenfably neceflEiry in the toatrled 
ftitt; power is nevet fo ami^blfe, as 
when doathcd with meekncfs ind humi- 
lity ; and the ifoperiofity -of out oWft UH- 
derftanding will be always tooft tvidttdt, 
when k condefcetids to forgiVfe tt to 
relieve the weaknefs of another. Whtn 
woftten oSend, tbercfote, they atfe to 
be confidered as women ; as beitig^ ifv;hofe 
power attd faculties aw Hot fo eitfc'niiw, 
whofe judgment and reafon are nbt ifa 
AroDg and folid as duf dwn; vf^ofe ex- 
perience is confined within a muth nas^- 
r&wer -eifcfe 5 whofc tihdttrftafrdittgd are 
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limited and enfeebled by edvicatJon \ who 
aw liable therefpre, with the gFeater 
eafe to l)c feduced or impofed on ; not 
fuffidif ntty aware of arts which they at^ 
theinfeiviss ignorant of j nor i>p6ri thefr 
guard againft that guilt, whieh they 
never pradife. 

Vanity and extravagance are the ilale 
and trite ex<?ufes for eruehy, inoon- 
ftajntciy> and inhumanity in the worft of 
Itufbaads; and yet, certain it is, that 
he who is the caufe ouglit n^t to mur^ 
mus at the eiiedk: and he who make^ 
hia own mifery, hath no right to com- 
plain of it : what (hall we fay, if the 
weeds, which thus overrun the garden, 
are planted there and cultivated too by 
out own hands? Flattery, too lavifhly 
bdftowed, will naturally produce that 
pride which is thus condemned; and 
that pride enflamed and encouraged, 
will as naturally beget luxury and ex- 
travagance y 
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tnvag^nce; is it not moftabfnrd thcd 
to be forprifcd that the idol expcd* wor- 
(hip, when men havp taken fo much 
pains to raife it ; or that when they hav/e 
been at fucb expence to feed a vice, they 
fhould be aftonifhed at the fize and the 
incrcafcof it? 

\l the hufbaad is already pofieflGbd of 
love, fidelity, tcndemefs, prudence, and 
good-nature, be will always remember 
that moft efleatial part of his duty to 
his wife, which confifb in the care and 
proteSion of her^ in providing for and 
maintaining her, as well as his iitua«^ 

tion, rank, and circumftances in life 

\ 

will permit. 

The fuperjor fbrength, power, and 
capacities of one fex, as I have before 
obferyed to you, were originally de- 
figned to proteG and preferve the other : 
woman is left by nature, weak and de«- 

fencelcfs. 
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fencelefs^ unable to ftruggle wdth the 
troubles and difficulties, or contend with 
the fraud and malice of an ill-natured 
and defigning world : . on man, who is 
more able, (he muft rely for aid and 
fupport^ this aid atid fupport, thisne- 
ceffary care and affiftance, the hufband 
is bound conftantly to afford her: he 
receives her, for the moft part, from the 
hands of thofe, under whofe wing fhe 
had till that time been fafe and happy; 
from thofe whofe goodnefs he promifeth 
to fupply, and whofe indulgence he 
bath fworn to imitate : he fnatches her 
from the bofom of parental tendernefs 
to feed and cherifh her in his own : as 
he hath taken her therefore fiom one 
protedion, it is incumbent on hitn to 
provide her with another: to give her, 
without felfiftinefs or reludance, as her 
indifputable right, a ihafe of all that he 
hath, of all the good things which God 
hath pJeafed to beftow updti him^ (he 

hath 
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bath an uiidcnabted claim to allchk jafB 
and pleaiures^ and ke Imtfl no nglit to 
withbokL any thing^ firom her, but h« 
Arrows and mi^rt-unes. 

Withovt fomc degree of lobriely^ 
vigilance, and afSduity, a man cannot 
provide the necefl^ie^ andeonveniencies 
of life for himfelf ; and the dffficnky 
will of courifc incrcafe, in proportion to 
the number of thofe he is to take care 
pf : diligence and frugality therefore are, 
in a huiband, qualities ei^tially necef- 
fery, beeaufe the welfare and happinef$ 
ef the whole fiamily depend upon him : 
if he falls, he fells like Sampfon, and 
drags after hiqa the ruins pf the whole 
building. 

But, true love and a£Eedion Jar not con- 
fined within the narrow bounds^ of our 
own exiftence J k extends itlelf to future 
timesy and liveSj as it were, Keyond 
the grave. The good huiband, therefore, 

will 



Will ttifcik bimldf bou;Rd5 not only to 
provider for arid mamfetm the wife of his 
bofonr whilft (he remains there, but 
alfo when he is feparated from her 5 not 
only during his own life, bbt hers aMb : 
hewiH endfeavour to referve, if poflibfe^ 
fbcfc a provifion for her future ibpport^ 
comfort and fatisfadion, as may make 
fier fefk fenfible of his lofs, but niore fo 
of his unalterable regard and aflfediort for 
her. 

The widow and the fetberlefs. do, 
fmrely of all, moil deferve relief aod 
com^miieration^ and though they fome^ 
times may, yet it is but too certain they 
do* not always meet with itj what ia 
the bufineis of onye, is generally negled« 
cd- by all J men have connexions of their 
ewa which demand their attention; it 
is no wonder j, therefore,, that the cries of 
the widow are not heard, nor her tears 
r^arded ; becaufe ^he very fame rea&yji 
which made one ia careful of and io 
axixious for her whilft he lived, is the 

very 
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very reafon why fo many ncgle^ her 
when he is no more: her circumilance 
at the befi, is the lot of anguifh and 
difquietude : with all that the hufband 
can do^ fhe mufl be wretched; and 
tfafe leafi he can do^ is to take care 
that (he (ball not be deftitute. The pro- 
vifion (hould be proportioned, moreover, 
to her fituationin life; the better £be 
always hath lived, the better he fhould 
take care (he always (hould live: the 
longer (he hath been ufed to afHuence 
and plenty, the lefs, no doubt, will (he 
be able to firuggle with penury and 
want : her prefent happinefs, where no 
provi(ion is made, can only, contribute 
to her future mifery ; and the joys which 
are paft, will embitter the forrows that 
are to come. This, therefore, is a duty 
which love will always dictate, and gra- 
titude infpire. It may be (aid, indeed, 
by the low and felfi(h, that where we 
do not receive, we are not obliged .to 
pay; that death cancels :this and every 

other 
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other bond j but furely, to the noble and 
difinterefted mind, there is a pieafure iii 
promoting others happinefs, even when 
it is no longer conducive to our own : 
and it is always more gencrotis to beflow 
a favour where we can never exped ^' 
return for it. 

But if frugality, induftry, and fobriety 
are requifite in a hufband, fo alfo above 
all are piety and virtue. 

Women are generally rcfpeiSted and 
cftecmed in the world,/ according to the 
merit and charader of their hufbands : 
for her fake therefore, as well as for his 
own, he fhould be more than ordinarily 
careful to preferve his reputation un-» 
fpotted, and to maintain his honour and 
integrity inviolable : the world may be 
illnatured enough to impute his errors 
to her advice, and Jbis defeQs to her 
example : if he is carelefs, fhe will be 
reproached j if he is vicious, fhe will be 

con- 
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(oodemA^d ; bi^ follied will tnake hef 
eontetppptible^ and his vices rcn4er heir 
WJhappy. Thua, the iftnocence of tfe« 
one m^y fufier for the guilt of the other ; 
%ad thofc who b^ve not eowroittod the 
crime be involved in the punilhcaent of 
it. If the hulband loves his wife there- 
fore, he will be virtuous and good, that 
ijas^ ipay be hoxK>ured and refpe^ed ; if 
he loves bia >yife, he will be piow ai:id 
religious, that he may mdke her pious 
and religious alfo. And to this end, it 
is highly necciTary, though it is not al- 
ways attended to, that huihand and wife 
be u much united . as po£ibIe, with re- 
gard to their religious fentiments; that 
they walk together in the hmfe of God 
m friends. Dtfierence of opinion in this 
important point wiH naturally create and 
(kaw along with it diffisGeiK:e in others ; 
aad doubtlefs, where happinefs is to de-r 
pend on union and harmony, we (hould 
fae caiefiil to remove every poffible caufe 

<^ difienfion. 

To 
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To futti up all therfefore) in tfifc ch*n»- 
te'r«>iF' 



A GOOD HUSBAJ^D. 

The good hujband is one, who, W^» 
dcd not by intereft but by choice, is 
confiant as well from inclination Sife fi?om 
principle : he treats his wife with deli- 
catiy Si u Wtfmkh, '^ith tetidSrnc'fe aS a 
^tfad': htt attribute's httJr follieS to liet 
vCtkkfacfi, hei ith^udetjee to fcefteiJi* 
yurtettty, hte pfeffe* iSifetti over tiierfe* 
fbl* %Jth gdod^ttjiturt, iaj*d ^aty*6te& 
tbtrti With iBjdulgiende : kll hfe catfc *Wd 
itfdrtRiy ate Employed foir ht* Welfere^ 
afl his 'iftitert^ht and poWei- tt-e ejc«irtied 
^ ii^r Vb^^t a<^d |yf6teaioA; he i^ 
lAbte *hkio\is t<!> prefc'rve hfe 6#n dift-' 
raae^ AM i«putati<»n, beC&ibl^ ^mci is 
Hi^hde^Willk it: la%, th6 )gdod' kvil 
b»b(!l' is piott^ *fi<! reltgifous, tfesit ti* 'tfasy 
jlhftniate hbffeith by his praSke, 4ted 
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enforce the precepts of Chriftianity. by 
his own example : that, as they join to 
promote each other's happinefs in this 
world, they may unite to infure eter- 
nal joy a;nd felicity in that which is to 
come. 

To conclude. 

I have endeavoured in this and the 
preceding difcourfes, to illuflrate and 
explain what are generally termed, the 
RELATIVE DUTIES : a matter of the 
utmoft confequence to fociety, as on the 
pundual difcharge of them, the felicity 
of all mankind doth in a great meafure 
depend. If they w- ere univerfally, regu- 
larly, and faithfully performed, the world 
would no longer be a fcene of vice, mi- 
fery and confufion, but a delicious para- 
dife, the feat of joy and happineft, and 
no imperfed emblem of that bleffed flate, 
which the good and virtuous will not 
fail tp- inherit hereafter. 

You 
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You will cjfily perceive, my brethren, 
that I have purpofely avoided entering 
into thofe njinuter parts of every duty 
which muft depend upon the various 
ranks, circumftances and conditions of 
human life ; I have only iketched, as it 
were, the outlines, which muft be filled 
up and finiflied by your own fenfe and 
obfervation. 

In the mean time, let us put up our 
prayers to the fupreme Difpenfer of every 
good gift, that he will affift us- in the 
performance of thefe moral and reli- 
gious duties ; that he will infpire our 
hearts with that love and benevolence, 
that care and induftry, that zeal and af-» 
fiduity, which are neceffary in the dif- 
charge of them ; that children and pa- 
rents, fervants and mafters, wives and 
hufbands, may all pundually and regu- 
larly perform the tafk appointed for 

them. 



